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Abstract:
This research, entitled The International Rules Governing the Use of Force in International Relations,
presents an overview of the study and its principal findings. Security constitutes one of the foremost

objectives of the international community. The earliest attempt to regulate the principle of the use
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of force in international relations dates back to the League of Nations era. Despite establishing only
a rudimentary system of collective security, the League succeeded in narrowing the permissible
scope of force without categorically prohibiting it, distinguishing between lawful and unlawful wars
and setting conditions governing their use.

The United Nations Charter brought about a profound transformation in the traditional concepts of
international law, which had previously permitted the use of military force to resolve international
disputes. The Charter explicitly prohibits the use of force in international relations—even its mere
threat—and affirms the illegality of any act that undermines the political independence of a state.
The study concludes that, although the Charter does not impose an absolute and comprehensive
prohibition on the use of force, it nonetheless emphasizes the primacy of the peaceful settlement of
international disputes. This partial prohibition leaves considerable room for interpretations that allow
certain uses of force or complicate the determination of their illegality.

The significance of this topic lies in its focus on the limited effectiveness of the current international
legal framework governing the use of force and the shortcomings inherent within it. The central
research problem therefore concerns whether the existing rules regulating the use of force among
states are adequate, or whether they suffer from substantive deficiencies.

The study adopts a modern scientific methodology that combines inductive and deductive
approaches, as it is the most suitable for legal research. An analytical method is also employed to
provide a detailed and comprehensive examination of the subject. The research is structured into
three chapters, each comprising several sections.

The findings reveal that military forces authorized to use force pursuant to Security Council
resolutions remain, in practice, constrained by legal provisions that persist largely within a theoretical
framework. This reflects shortcomings that have undermined their effectiveness on the ground.
Furthermore, the broad and general formulation of Article 51 of the UN Charter, which governs the
right of individual or collective self-defense, has contributed to an increase in instances where states

resort to force under the pretext of exercising the right to collective legitimate defense.
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