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Abstract

This study aimed at identifying the effect of the Organizational Factors affecting the
level of Occupational Conflicts amongst the administrators at the Tripoli Medical
Center. This study was based on a main hypothesis: “There is a statistically
significant effect of the Organizational Factors upon Occupational Conflicts
amongst the administrators in the Tripoli Medical Center”. The study adapted the
analytic descriptive approach, as well as the questionnaire was adapted as an
instrument to collect the preliminary data of the study. Several variables were
adapted, that define the Organizational Factors that affects the level of Occupational
Conflicts amongst the administrators according to what the literature review
indicated, namely (the Clarity Level of the Strategic Objectives, Effectiveness Level
of the Organizational Structure, Evaluation Standards Level of Managers
Performance, and Humanitarian Relations Level Between administrators).

The study population consisted of administrators, Heads of Departments and
Offices at the Tripoli Medical Center, which are (152). The researcher adopted the
comprehensive survey method, he has distributed (152) questionnaires, and retrieved
(137) form, they were analyzed and through them, he has obtained the results using
Statistical Package for the Social Sciences Program (SPSS).

The study has reached the following results, mainly

1- The study revealed that there is a significant statistical effect for the Clarity

Level of the Strategic Objectives upon the Occupational Conflicts amongst the
administrators.

2-The study viewed that there is a significant statistical effect for the Organizational

Structure Effectiveness upon the Occupational Conflicts amongst the administrators.
3-The study showed that there is a significant statistical effect for the Standards of
administrators Performance Evaluation upon their Occupational Conflicts.

4-The study showed that there is a significant statistical effect for the Humanitarian
Relations upon the Occupational Conflicts amongst the administrators.

5- This study confirmed that there is statistical significant differentiation between
the administrative' conflict level referred to some demographical specifications of
responses, and there is no statistical significant differentiation referred to some other
demographical specifications of responses in the case study center.
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Abstract

This study seeks to study and analyze the economic indicators of sustainable
development through its application to the Libyan economy, during the period 2000-
2014, through the analytical descriptive approach. The results of the study showed

that there was a Fluctuation between the rise and fall due to Instability in economic
policies and political circumstances in the country.
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Abstract

The quick and wide spread of the internet network resulted many and various
impacts on business organizations as well as its administrations and directions, the
modern direction of these organizations is the transfer to the electronic management,
due to the availability of success chances and providing the best quality of services.
This research provides an ideological and theoretical framework for the aspects and
concept of the electronic management, and aims to propose and design an
organizational structure based on the improvement of performance and facing any

outstanding challenges.
The present research concluded to the necessity of transferring to the electronic

management and modifying the organizational structure in order to comply with
change process and enjoying the maximum benefit from the electronic management.
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Abstract

The process of urban growth is a priority in the process of creating and expanding
the urban region in our time. Restructuring and preparation means enclosing the
urban fabric that is more important because it relates to the daily life of the
population and the growth of the city, especially that changing the means of life of
the population and changing the concept of housing itself created a problem in the
fabric The problem is related to technological, scientific and cultural development
This is reflected in the high rate of increase in consumption and ownership of some
goods, as well as the expansion of the circle of knowledge and social and scientific
relations among immigrants. The study recommended that opportunities be provided
for Working in small cities, and diversifying the work of state institutions, by
establishing industrial projects in most areas according to the raw materials available

in them, which in turn create more job opportunities for citizens. Agricultural work
in order to raise the level of per capita income.
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Abstract
The term "sabkha" is called on the areas adjacent to the coasts of the seas and lakes,
which are below sea level. The problem of Sabkha soil which is encountered in
many geotechnical projects is its low shear strength and bearing capacity due to poor
engineering properties of the soil.
In recent years, interest in these areas has increased in Libya, especially in the
Zuwara area, for its distinctive location, where many urban and industrial projects
have been carried out and many asphalt road projects have been implemented on
these areas. This urban boom has been accompanied by the appearance of a lot of
Pavement Distresses on the surfaces of roads such as . Potholes, Permanent
Deformation and Cracks.
The work undertaken by this study is to improve the California Bearing Ratio
C.B.R and expansive characteristics of sabkha soil by addition of natural non-
expansive soil. This sand is largely available at aljoush crushing aggregate plant, it
is markedly cheaper and easier than other methods used to improve the soil such as
adding cement, lime or chemical compounds.
The sabkha soil was mixed with different proportions of sand (10%, 20%, 30%,
40%, 50%, 60% and 70%), this reveals into an increase in C.B.R to seven times at
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an optimum sand content of 70% , while the consistency limits and indices were
continuously reduced with the increase of sand content.
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ABSTRACT

The study has been used to investigate the efficiency of calcareous soil in removing
heavy metal from contaminated water that was synthesized in laboratory.
Soluble salts of these elements have been used as sources for heavy metal , these are
(Pb—Cd-Cr).
Results have shown that , calcareous soil that were used in this study have indicated
high efficiency in removing heavy metal from contaminated water , it is ranging
from ( 82% - 99.9% ) , even though , the synthesized water was contaminated in
laboratory up to ( 60 — 90 ) times the permissible level of water used in experiment .
Table (1).
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Cogy Glo 5l Uagin (68 Zual) Joal) cagle ¢ AT Caila e uiligll an
Aulaudly AL) LY a3 S Al Wil Caugy pual Cam i) aign ada) LaL
i bl Sa W SE) et and adlid 1832 e b dnaie e Al e
A V)l e Lsla Ll e Loy cagie) Jall Gl o e a2l L1835 Hle
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Ll e ALISN 4l saleind ) 4ndt Cgl) G aan OIS S 25eme Uall
(St John, 1830 ale b silally lisdl dlaial) skl yue¥) Copud o 22y Laguas
Libya and the United States: Two Centuries of Strife, 2002, p. 27).

B Ll g Adal com eVl ol W ST bl QU oIS cands cdgll s
O iy Ll epd (8 JRl ael Aap)XS (S B ys) sl JB e padis
Jaxl) Ll 3 aaagll liy 4plifie ae Alaie ljslie 22y B Sgease Ualud)
S Jshal) Jeay odlly Gaails Ll o AlalS) ailale salaiuly 3)8le
el LS5 ) alis 5 ua Ll o e ol iy 1835 sile 26 (& Guliha
Alldl b Ge 124 2 Lal 3 Diloall dDls oSal dpew) Glgd ddeall 038
BY-NUNPX PRSP S R Qg8 R S-SV SV VA JYCIC IPSEN [ SO PPV JYCHNOR
(St John, Libya: From Colony to Independence, 2008, pp. 1911 ;e Ss

44-45.).

&b oway) s ) ol (1835-1711) blejll juae of Jaill (Say ¢ jlaialy
Lo Cul€ (A8, LolaiVly 4pSually duluadl cVl) B 5 ol bl
leel Aglen (g L) i€ celld e sdle sl 3 bl QU e Ly Al
Oiw o il e L e Sl dhaadiY) Ll Gl 8 Ly il
Ll 088 o) Aai€ ) Lea davsgiall (anl el baysaes Gl Lad dpal) Jsall
dabie b L)) gsil) e saaly (LEL Chusy oSs Jl 5 L) déall ol DA
Javgidl ) e
J(1911-1835) Luwll S Léiall JSaY) a3 Alsal

Wb o da dadd Jlall Gl J8 e 4t S 63l (Ll (o)) dese oSa s
gyaall (5] 550 L cle 1835 ple b "Ll b Lol ADLL s AT G
GSues Gub W) ST Ll o o 8 o 1385 . it 8 45585al) ALl
gy Wl () daas aod jie g oWsll Gl 5y a8y cApldall dy)shlinl
Ll 5ajad ) Ylea) a3 Lad (3 Gaalaial) skl jaadld spaadl daudl astala
goid Bypa o dyyshhual) di e adie) Lubudl oy Gaedl Clablidl e
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(St John, Libya: From Colony Jsibu) (8 2338 all Aalull Glaklial) @l apen
to Independence, 2008, p. 44.).

sk Yl S i) b Aokl Al Cuoj sl s i
el DA e Lol o Lodds b agelSay Guulll Gublsdl G cilBlal
sl il caladlay oda Ll 3 Aoy Ll ladlay) e 2al) sl
oaby d ) aay gyl Adkidl G agysY) asl) AadlSal Jlad gyla) alks
O A loxias of 3y el L e ) ApSoal) Glas smalll 05l o Lee )
SV bl aae ) ool CDAN 1 apw L ulilell Sa ol A LSS
Jsihnly dpldall ALl olE DA (e 4ilade (o Loy 1ay (Ll 3 Ao
(Vandewalle, (1911- 1835) o Lo syiall Dla Ll b likide Usilas 23 iy
2006, pp. 17-19).

GBA ) ool e aase e lehaa ae Ll pan il candi Cigll b
Gie ¢Jsal) 038 eaiad culS A (U Aag)s¥) Jsally Aslaiall Ahlull Gn 5S
1882 ale b jiae culia) i Lillayyg cuigis Jilad) Jiad cul€ ) Ly
O pey chad Y Laladll ausi 1883 ale b ddlady) dasSall @il ¢lawd) i
ags gopdall Fiar o 0o ledsd Caann 5 Caady AINT Loy (b suaall asSal)
Jic Wy o Juidan (8 Jad) Gl el ey e a g - laj)ily LgiaY Bila
b Anldnll dasSall Cien ol dgalse s Ll 8 Sldedl asagll aags
Uglae (A Lusjdy Lillayy ae lBle Gouad o o 3apa dubis 8 ) il
(St John, Libya: From Ll & 4dUaiy) clagehall s agacd Je Joaall
Colony to Independence, p. 44).

Wl ccnmpiadl ) Ay pee 35 Lo 8ylasaall AdUady) lasagil) oy el e a2l
Gl ao liaslie A0UaY) dasSall copily Lovie @ ST caaual 28 daldall 5yl0Y)
1902 sle b i) Jlad b dldial) Cljesiod) Jifin ol (50S0) Ay )Y)
Luiph ial L poa ol Lui b pa Baalee a3 lladl) Ao sSall Candy cae Ui
A Slexins Willady corall Ul

e
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Jaally (bl 8 maaly Slde Jd8 Al A8V oda ol Hlie) & ale JS
aalsi Adlay) degSall il dum el Gl A WU S cubi #las el
oasis ¢(1830) iball cibia) Cum cdihaidl 3 il pagill oliy 130 G
Al L Jadid saliia) 2y OIS 535 ¢(1904) aails «(1900) slisy «(1881)
aal (e aaly Jhar Lud PUia) OIS Cun clelae (8 Dllady) Caglaall calS cadlsl)
(St John, leijaw cnd el il dilaie J€ Jaad dauiydll daSall cilalls
dasSall cwlS canss cd gl 4 (Libya: From Colony to Independence, p. 45
Cindy o amy L ) Plialy Aldsall Lilkyy Gl Waf cdas 4y
Cus calbhla (3 (g elne oLl Allayy 4550 e e Ll 8 Aldiall bl
Ay L B Alal Alaill mlbadll (e aphal Dl o 138 o 0 salllay) Siay
(Simons, sl 138 2w e sk Cunjle Zdlay) doSall of Gyitus (K o
2003, pp. 4-5.).

lebd e e)aS " Adlayl deSall i bl b lda) @Al Tashy
el e 53l Ul o LS ¢ gilicny ol 8 illiad "l e 3L
& (Banco di Roma) Ly, clid g8 ol PA e bl o Wik s
@l Jie Llll ol e el 8 il 55 caml 51907 Hle b Gk
Cua clelaill e el GUalE Ciacst Cipadll 138 L Gueddls cidjs &g
Apalial) oml N1 ek clld (a b1y cislally il el lly Aagal) deliall ciled
Anaal S Lud (B Ly, ey dadil sl ccigl) aay giliing ol 8 Al
alsidl basadl lewea W) 45 .(87 . (Chris, 2007, plewds Witk b 4l e
DLl GSatl gilasy bl (& polaall e daed) Y dosSal) Canid Ll
dasSall J8 e 4aydS aliall oda alasiul o ccallaall dlgs 8y Al Zllagy)
Vandewalle, 2006, p. 22) ). 1911 ale A Ll & GSue Jaxill 3lUay)

Gl D s L) (5AT 50 Auldiall Ayyshiady) clsla celld Gpme S
el (ol elsals ledin wlis P& e i ol sale] (1908 ple & S5
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Jilusy seall o2 Alie o il Q0 dugys¥) il of V) bl 3 Lasay
U eluells Lwgll Plis) 11908 sle 8 Luaid) Tsaas JEall Jias o t3oaxia
(Waniss, Erling, 2007, p. 117) dsliall 4y)shlyay) (e leia gl iy 8 culs
Hlad) Gilea) (3 550 ey e 8 Sland) ssagll Gl celld ) diLaayl,
N Uil (gal 135 ¢ iy Jpsiland o LN dle) A (e Ll e dslial
sl el (il Ll Plial 3 Dhea) S oS0 AU deSal) pals
OB a8 Agyshhae)) Aagis 2 Canall Gldle G jall Lad G Al
o Al (1912 jaadss 3 ol 3aales S5 dagSall Candy callaal) dilgs b

AUy 5 panineS Taansy Land

Aol

oy sl Jelall e ale JS50 550 o8 dulall oda e ai)ll Cingll oIS
)50 & Jaball o3a 23a35 ¢ Ll cAibiaall £l Jabal) S Lad e dnland)
OSar Ll e bl o)Bls ()l Jalall z 35S Sl Jlexin) o Cypas
iagglls ) el Cagine Ly G Ll sl o Abpall o2 (e Cadiinsy o
Lol ylatly ) pusil) Jio A alaal Giiad BBl Al s ola (53l
b LAl e i) Jaball b Tty s (I¥s) cond oal i) Ll adisa ¢
Pla s dad OIS Vg cagilas 0 Tein Ll Jliiel (3 aey cpll) shaN GQida
LS ((1911-1551) 058 al ooty W il o3 Ll 8 ldiall lexinll) dlaye
(1943-1911) Ll 3 ey Slexia) Lia DA b ey Liagf auas

iyl Pua¥l Gyl of duball sl Pl cu g lagy) oda kil

Riagll aa syaal ulll Jua¥) b g lealy Jed 53) Jselh ) ol Ll (3 5yainndl
oda Adhiadl Ll gl DA Lull) shall Loy Lewds il s cdyua)
WDIAly el Al il ela ala esiue dsa eady sl o cas Al
G chladll el CulS Lage lpa @y s lugy Gy o haluiyd 00y
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& oY) plaad) s (I ppilial) A8 U8 (e ple duagsiall i) el a5

Aall) 3lalid) gren

D) a5 (1835-1711) Alejill sSa ol cudile Lud of Jal) oSy «Jilaally
AUdies Ly cuilS Cum Al abai@Y )y 4)Sually Lobidl Vsl 488 cilad
et Alaa (e Lot i€ @lly e sdle LJgihal 8 W) QU e Ly
Oiv o il m o L e Sl dhaadiY) Ll Gl 8 Ly il
Lad 058 o A€ (o) Lae dangiall Gl el Wgsens Gl Lad sl Jsal)
dihie (A L)l Gl e Baaly (LG Chug oSa Jh (8 Lawl) dball o2a P
Jasgidl ) e

Llin) gl o dpall Alaall aac s (S5 Jaxll o Adaadle oSay alial) b
el Jaxll 13 a3 aie JS) Tazls oS 2011 ale b 313D ol
Clgas @ Aige QLY Al @) ol Gl 8 S5 Caladl e aedlly
SB b ) ey el L say () s L dlae Jigh Ll el (200
geansy 38 Gyl Gl ol agigys L 8 Anldiall Ay lextia) Lially SV 50l oamy
ST 385 oAl Al ey Gl it 8 Lo g Bl (g8l 3 Jasill T3y agld
el 13 e
FEENJONI PN
tdgpal) 2l aalye /A
sl 3al soadibh) el Gl ) e ey dsmase Al ae L]
(2006 ¢ pma¥) QUSH Jea Cgally il pall
hbial) SO aise cuall mull gl Qb (Dldlye Caug &2
okl ol e 3y3al 2014 sl ¢yl
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Abstract

This thesis aims to study the role of administrative development in terms of
improving the occupational performance of the female administrators at Tripoli
University through answering the following questionnaire: What is the role, which
the Managerial Development Administration is seeking to achieve along with other
departments or sections at the university? What is the impact of development on the
performance of the employees? What is the role of the top management of each
department in the implementation of the processes of developments along with
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Managerial Development Administration? What are the challenges facing the
development's processes and what are the solutions for such obstacles? What are the
activities provided by the Managerial Development Administration in terms of
improving the occupational performance along with other departments and sections
at the university?

In order to achieve the goals of the research, a questionnaire was created of (25)
points. The study sample is consisted of (75) female administrators working at
Tripoli University. The results of the research show the following: the Managerial
Development Administration undertakes the role, which should be achieved along
with all other departments and sections at the University through the following :
Improving and developing the methods and frameworks within the University,
Developing the structural organization in light of size and nature of work, and
Identifying the occupational needs of the employees.

There are some challenges, which face the development's process including: long
procedures using in work place,complicated procedures used in the work place and
unsuitable work conditions and place for employees.

The light of such findings, there are some recommendations as the following :
Advising the top management of each party to involve its employees while seeking
change which will help gaining the trust and support of the employees. It is
important to establish cooperation between the Managerial Development
Administration and the top managements in terms of reconsidering the work's
procedures and ways of overcoming the current complications in order to facilitate
the administrative work. Informing the managers that appropriate place and
conditions of work will help the employees to improve their performance.
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Abstract

The main target of this investigation is to study the effect of plasticizer additives on
fresh and hardened concrete properties and determine the best dosage of plasticizer.
On the experimental side, a superplasticizer with commercial name (Sikament-
163M) was used. Four concrete mixes were designed with same water/cement ratio
(w/c=0.55) , the superplasticizer were added to three mixes different dosage (0.6-
1.4-2)% as a proportion of the weight of cement. Two different tests were
performed: slump test and compressive strength test. The specimens for compressive
strength were tested after (7-14-28)days, the results showed that the workability
increase by increased the plasticizer ratio, for the compressive strength test the best
ratio of superplasticizer wish recorded high strength was (1.4%) for all bathes.
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Abstract

This research is a scientific contribution in the subset of Islamic banking molecules;
it highlights key points within the organizational structure of Islamic banks. Is
Legitimacy Censorship and methodology statement to make sure that those banks
transactions are in accordance to provisions of Shariah Compliance. This research
supports the use of analytical approach and deductive approach based on
references and sources on the subject of control and auditing in Islamic banks, and
diagnose the current situation to address current problems and limit the
effectiveness of access to appropriate results to activate control methodology
Legitimacy in line with Islamic banks operating in the business environment.

Key words: methodology, Legitimacy Censorship, Islamic banks, Libyan
environment.
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Abstract

This study aims at implementing the principle of partnership between the public and
private sectors as a step towards mutual benefit from the advantages of both sectors
within a given economic environment. At the level of the Libyan economy, for
many years the public sector has been in control of all economic functions in the
country, regardless of its level of performance, which has not reached the level of
ambition and for many reasons that may be political, economic, security, etc. The
private sector has been and is still less fortunate in influencing the economic process
in Libya, also because of many reasons, but this does not mean that neither of them
has the advantages of influencing economic activity. In a conditional partnership.
Here, try to learn the two components of applying the principle of partnership in the
economy to the sustainable development aspirations of the country and identify the
appropriate  mechanism to achieve this and benefit from it positively.
Keywords : Partnershipc the public sector< the private sector< economical
development
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practiced with more frequency, and for longer duration, the muscle
imbalance of the growing dental structures will cause malocclusion,
facial mal development and speech.
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Limitation of the Study

1. The information contained in the articles did not correspond or
did not coincide with some of the cases we encountered
through a questionnaire.

2. Not all mothers have an interest in the traditional religion in
which they practice their children compared to other mothers.

3. The mothers did not answer some questions from the
questionnaire.

4. Some children who are older than 10-6 years old that their
mothers are waiting for a usual habit are normal and breaks.

5. Parents do not instruct their children to stop their habit of
finger sucking

6. The frequent repetition by parents to take the child’s thumb out
of their mouth be counterproductive. It is children, not parents,
who must learn to control the habit. If children feel they are
being nagged, they may become defensive.

Future Work
1- Activating the role of dental clinic and the periodic detection of
children in schools and nurseries to reduce the aggravation and
the bad habit of our children.
2- To give lectures and awareness seminars to parents in schools
and nurseries to identify this bad habit and how to overcome it.

Conclusion

Through the distribution of questionnaires to the parents explained to
them the reasons for this habit on the health of their children (jaw,
teeth and finger) we have seen the lack of medical culture and have
not taken into consideration the seriousness of the health of their
children.

In rare instances habit is no longer a habit, but may be the result or the
cause of physical or psychological problem. If these habits are
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Q10. Do you have an awareness and an idea of how dangerous
finger sucking is usually for your child's health? In our study, we
found that the percentage of parents who have an awareness and the
idea of the risk of continuing to TS on the health of their children's
teeth and have cared for their children to practice this habit was
72.38% compared to parents who gave no importance to this bad habit
and did not think about its harm. On the health of the teeth of their
children and considered it a habit of transient and natural and have no
effect and they accounted for 27.61%. shown in (figure 10)

80.00% = 72.38%
60.00%
o/ | HYas
40.00% 27.61%
20.00% - . ke
0.00%
Yas No

(Figure 10 dangerous finger sucking is usually for your child's health)
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(Figure 8.child have colic in his stomach)

Q9. Are there obvious pronunciation problems? When we looked
for children with obvious speech problems, we found that they were
very few, depending on the position and strength of thumb sucking
and periods of exercise. The result was about 22.85%. We found that
children who did not have obvious speech problems were very large.
As shown in (figure 9). Through our study, we found that there was a
difference between our findings and the articles. Speech problems:
Continuing finger sucking causes speech and speech problems, such
as the difficulty of pronouncing certain letters such as letters, dabs,
speech stuttering, and pushing the tongue for speech. They need to
examine the teeth and jaw and to evaluate the speech and speech
process (23).

80.00% -
60.00% 22.85%
40.00%
20.00% -
0.00%

Yas

No

(Figure 9 obvious pronunciation problems)
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55.00% - 53.33%
50.00% -
46.66% ® Yas
45.00% j 2
40.00% - : : : ]
Yas No

(Figure 7 thumb sucking cause deformity in the shape of
his finger

Q8. Does your child have colic in his stomach? We found that some
of the children who sucked their thumb were suffering from colic in
their stomach. The result was about 11.42%, who sucked their thumb
and did not suffer any damage or colic. The proportion of these cases
was about 59.04%. . Some mothers sometimes answer the colic in
their stomach. The result was 29.52%. As shown in (figure 8).
Through our research, we found that there was a variation among our
findings and the articles: Some of the articles said that the Yes, it
causes colic; because the baby swallows air while sucking the finger,
but this is if it is. This is common throughout the day and night. If at
intervals does not cause colic. It is less in causing colic from the
dummy (21). Parents must know that it is a very natural thing in the
initial months or even after that, but continuing to do so may cause
some problems including: Causing pollution to the child and therefore
colic you do not know what was holding him by his hand before
putting his finger in his mouth. It causes gas and bloating. It also feels
colic as a result of ingestion of air (22).
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indicates that the process of sucking the fingers does not affect the
form of permanent teeth, which begins to appear when the child is
about the age of six years (19).

50.00% 40% 45.71%
40.00%
30.00%
20.00% 9.52%
10.00% = 4.76%
0.00% - ! -
problems in prominence all choices nothing of
the teeth in the lips the answers

(Figure 6. habit cause one of these problems)

Q7. Does thumb sucking cause deformity in the shape of his
finger? Some of the children who practice this habit constantly
caused them to deform in the form of a finger because of the strength
of suction and the proportion of these cases about 46.66% and some of
the children did not cause them to distort the shape of the finger and
the proportion of these cases about 53.33%. As shown in (figure 7).
Through our study, we found that there was a difference between our
findings and the articles: The fingers of the thumb that are exposed to
sucking excessively become ulcerated, addiction to the suction has a
severe impact on the skin of the thumb, the passage of a lot of time in
the presence of the thumb between the moisture of the mouth on the
one hand and pressure on the other hand leads to the form of fingers
exaggerated in sucking seems With a distorted appearance similar to
the large bone scar, and in other cases cracked finger skin and
bleeding, and some become infected (The soft area at the tip of the
thumb becomes swollen and red) (20).
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94.28%

100.00%
80.00%
60.00%
40.00%
20.00%

0.00%

yas have a do not have a
disease disease
muscleand muscle and
psychological psychological

(Figure 5. child suffer from some muscular and psychological diseases)

Q6- Did this habit cause one of these problems? Some of the
children who sucked their thumbs caused them problems in the teeth
due to the strength of suction, which is done by the proportion of those
who caused them problems in the teeth about 40% and others
explained to us during the research that we have caused them to
prominence in the lips and the result was about 9.52% About 4.76%,
which caused them the strength of suction problems in the lips and
problems in the teeth together and those who suck their fingers did not
cause them any of the following problems was about 45.71%. As
shown in (figure 6). As of a number of the articles we have researched
and studied, we found that there is a similarity between our findings
and the findings of the articles. A lot of studies suggest that finger
sucking has harmful effects on permanent teeth during the seventh
year; also, the age of the child and the duration of the suction and the
severity of the mouth and the situation affect the possibility of
problems of teeth such as: 1. Extrusion teeth to the outside. 2. Do not
hold the teeth properly. 3. Problems with chewing and breathing. 4.
Poor growth of the bones of the jaws (18).on another hand. Dentists
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(Figure 4. Child normally practice thumb sucking)

Q5- Does your child suffer from some muscular and psychological
diseases? Some parents responded to this question by saying yes,
meaning that their children had muscular and psychological diseases,
and the result was about 38.09%. Some of the parents responded to
this question by saying that their children did not suffer from
musculoskeletal diseases. The result was 94.28%. As shown in (figure
5). Through this question we are, we have a field visit to the center to
treat autism in the area of Janzour we found many of the children who
suffer from autism have the habit thumb sucking, and most of these
children suffer from tooth decay of likely be caused by the thumb
sucking but did not find any the articles to speak that there is a link
between the disease autism and thumb sucking
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Q3-Since when does the child usually practice thumb sucking? We
found that the children who practice finger sucking have been very
large since birth, about 72.38% and less in the age of 3 to 6 years and
the result was 25.71% and very small at the age of 6 to 10 years and
the result was 1.90%. As shown in (figure 3). In our study, we found
that a large proportion of children who suck their fingers since birth,
and we found some articles agree with this study. «_In fact, there is a
scientific fact that proves that children start sucking their fingers or
thumbs even before birth and they are still in the womb of their
mothers. The results of some studies have shown that 30% of school-
age children continue to have a habit of expressing their boredom,
feeling tired or fearful and anxious (17)

80.00% 72.38%

60.00%
40.00% 25.71% [ from birth
20.00% . 1.90% M 3 to 6 yares
0.00% frch 3; 6_to B 6 to 10 yares
birth 6 10
yares yares

(Figure 3.Since when does the child usually practice TS)
Q4- At what time does your child normally practice thumb
sucking? During this study we found that the children practiced this
habit very much at night and day time together and the result was
69.52% and less during the night and was about26.66% and very little
during the day and about 3.80%. As shown in (figure 4).
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Q2- Age of the child?During our work on this questionnaire,
we found about 44.76% of the children who have their thumb over 3
months to 3 years old and about 25.71% of the children aged 6 years
and about 28.57% of the children aged 10 years and above
as shown in (figure 2). As of many of the articles we have studied,
there is a resemblance among our findings and the articles. In one of
them we see at 45% of children under four years old and continue to
age 6 and 7 years, where the majority of them stopbetween 3 and 6
years of age and there are few of them who continue to suck finger
even after six years (16).

50.00% 44.76%

40.00% - 25.71%  28.57%
30.00% -
O, -
20.00% 0.95%
10.00% -
0.00% - T T | E— ]
3 months 3yearsto 10years is greater
to3years 6 years than 10
years

(Figure 2. Age of the child)

79- Aa0 L .che) . aiailg malel gulell 1acall
Higher Institute of Science & Technology, Ragdalen, Libya



BY: Mr. Ibrahim SaeidEtbeni Mrs. Eman Mohamed Naas
2019a\s (8) £ (2) ¢ B\l eyl s

Results: - The results showed questionnaires that the vast majority of
participants have symptoms of the open bit, cross bit and change in
the form of jaw and the emergence of lips and speech problems and
some of them caused the habit of colic in the stomach due to germs
and microbes and some of their stools are laxative. Although finger
sucking is not a disorder or a life-threatening illness, it can affect the
quality of the baby's life, especially through non-curvature and non-
convergence of the lips. Through our guide, who gave advice and
guidance to parents, we found a great response and interaction with us
to find out why the child resort to the habit of finger sucking, so they
do the devices for their children to correct the decomposition, teeth,
and the results of satisfactory. And we have followed up two cases of
the beginning of our research and indeed the results were amazing and
was taken off the habit of sucking the finger or take off the habit
finger sucking, and returned to normal jaw and this was a mighty
action and this is due to the understanding of father and mother.
Discussion:-

Q1 -Gender? We found through this questionnaire the percentage of
females who are doing this bad habit is more than the proportion of
the male and confirmed thing this extraction of the ratio for each of
male and female and we found that the proportion of male 43.8% and
female 56.19%. As shown (figurel). From some of the articles we
have studied, there is a similarity between our findings and the
articles. Usually TS is one of the normal things that many children
resort to, and it seems that the practice is more common and
widespread in females (15)
60.00% 56.19%

43.80%
40.00%
L4 female
0.00% —

female male
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Methods:-
Questionnaire:-
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the development of dental and skeletal problems. Speech difficulties
are a possible side effect of thumb sucking that continues after the
permanent teeth are appearing. Teeth alignment problems cause
certain sounds distortions, according to SpeechPathology.com.
Additionally, long-term TS may slow the replacement of tongue
thrust, a normal early childhood swallowing pattern, with the mature
swallow. The sounds and letter that may be impacted include /s, z, t, d,
I, n/, /S, and dz. A lisp may also be an effect of thumb sucking that
extends into the school years (12). Psychological effect: When this
chronic behavior occurs in the school environment, children who suck
tend to tune out what is happening around them and lose some ability
to concentrate on school work (13). Germs are spread through thumb
sucking. Children that continue TS into their school years pick up and
spread germs through their thumb sucking. Infected thumbs Children
that suck especially hard on their thumbs may create sores and
infections. Peer teasing children that continue TS into elementary
school or beyond are at risk of being teased. TS is thought of as a baby
or toddler activity, so children who suck their thumbs beyond that age
may be subject to comments and ridicule from peers (14).
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Introduction-:

One of the most common oral activities of infants and young child is
thumb and finger sucking

Thumb and finger habits are seen in children from very small ages, it
is defined as the placement of thumb or one or more finger in various
depths into the mouth and develops as habit or due to sense of
insecurity (2). there are several types of oral bad habits among of them
are: Thumb sucking, Bruxism, Mouth berating, nail biting and Tongue
thrusting. In most of the studies cited in literature, the major concern
of the authors is about the etiology of oral habits because these may
have an important role in the development of some anomalies and
harmful effects on the oro—facial system (3, 4, 5, and 6). For example
, TS and nail biting habits not only distort the oro—facial harmony and
damage the structure of the mouth but also allow easy spread of
infectious diseases (7). A study confirmed that the prevalence of
Escherichia coli and Nitrobacteria among children with such oral
habits was greater than the children without any oral habits (8) one of
most common oral activities of infants and young child is thumb and
finger sucking. Sucking is a physiological act that provides
nourishment and comfort. A baby's sucking can be either nutritive or
nonnutritive. Nonnutritive sucking can turn into a continuous behavior
practiced unconsciously, leading to a deleterious oral habit (e .g,
thumb sucking) the extent of damage caused by this habit is dependent
on the duration, frequency and intensity. Till the age 3, this habit is
termed to be normal but later certain intervention has to be taken (9).
Non-nutritive sucking is probably the earliest sucking habit adopted
by infants in response to frustration and to satisfy their urge and need
for contact. Many studies have been conducted to know the effect of
non-nutritive sucking habits on the developing occlusion (10). Thumb
Sucking is placement of the thumb to various depths into the mouth,
Reviews from literature have shown a large variation in the incidence
of digit sucking according to age. Larsson et al (1985) reported that
while up to 50% of children may have had a sucking habit in infancy,
by the age of 12 years the habit may remain in as few as 2% of the
population (11). These habits generally cease around four years of age
while with other children increases. Prolonged digit sucking habit may
affect the occlusion and or facial skeletal system. Frequency and
duration of the habit, intensity of the sucking, relationship of the
dental arches, and the child’s state of health are the factors effective in
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Abstract
Oral bad habits are habits those frequently children acquire that may either
temporarily or permanently be harmful to dental occlusion and to the supporting
structures [1].
Aim and Objective: The purpose of this study is to focus on the teaching of parents
and to explain to them the reasons for their children to resort to the habit and its
effect on the cavity of the mouth and the general health of the body.
Material and method: -The materials were collected for the study of the database,
which reported all the information about causes of the finger sucking children,
together with the data collected from the previous study and included all data
related to the fingerprint material. The questionnaire includes questions distributed
to schools and kindergartens in Tripoli city of Libya it was writing the questionnaire
Arabic language mebeing a community speak language Arab-
Come on his way quick to collect information and asked mothers of children who
have sucking habit finger to answer them-Questionnaires are very useful for getting
the amount of lags of information in a short time. A good questionnaire should
include a wide range of questions such as: gender, when a child usually practices
finger sucking, at any time your baby usually practices finger sucking.
Result: - The results showed questionnaires that the vast majority of participants
have symptoms of the open bit, cross bit and change in the form of jaw and the
emergence of lips and speech problems and some of them caused the habit of colic
in the stomach due to germs and microbes and some of their stools are laxative.
Conclusion: -We noticed that many parents do not have sufficient awareness of their
thumb sulking.
Early intervention thus prevents much damage

Key words: - Thumb sucking (TS),
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product by; ZAIN MEDIKAL INTRNATIONAL Tr. Ltd.
ISTAMBOL ,TURKEY

2- OLIGO SAF INJECTION

product by; Saudi Pharmaceutical Industries — Riyadh-Kingdom of
Saudi Arabia.

RESULTS and DISCUSSION

The treatment trials of dermatophytosis revealed that;The second
group showed higher and rapid cure rate (cured before three weeks)
compared to the first group. The result was in accordance with the
finding of (Manefield and Tinson .,1997) who found that
Trichophyton infection in camels was effectively treated by
chlorinated or iodine-based topical treatments. Also, ( Radostits et al.
2000) reported that supplementation of the diet with vitamin A to
young housed animals should be encouraged as a preventive measure
for ringworm infection. In this study, 10% hypochlorite solution was
used in the disinfection procedure (Rycroft and Mc Lay 1991) since
most of dermatophytes can remain viable in infected soil and premises
for many years (Haggag et al. 1999; Nashwa 2001; Efuntoye and
Fashanu 2002).
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animals, causing mild to severe, localized and/or diffuse infections.
Zoophilic and Geophilic dermatophytes infect both animals and
humans, whereas anthropophilic ones are mainly found on humans
(Cafarchia, latta, et al. 2013).

The transmission of dermatophytosis is usually by direct contact with
infected host (animals or humans) or asymptomatic carriers and/or
indirect contact with infected exfoliated skin or hairs in premises and
equipments (Smith 2002; Cafarchia, Figueredo, et al. 2013).
Diagnosis of dermatophytosis is mainly based on clinical signs,
whereas direct microscopic examination and culture of skin scraping
and hairs from the periphery of lesions are necessary to confirm the
clinical diagnosis (Markus et al. 2001).

The purpose of this study was t o evaluate the efficacy of two
therapeutic regimens using topical application of 10% iodine ointment
and intramuscular injection of vitamin A ,with topical application of
10% iodine ointment

Materials and Methods

A total Of forty young camels were used in this study. camels were
less than 1 year of age, All camels under study were examined, and
clinical findings were recorded (Rosenberger 1979). forty specimens
of hair and skin scrapings were taken from camels with skin lesions.
Direct microscopic examination of hair and skin scrapings for
characteristic fungal infection was done by using 10 % KOH
according to (Rhode and Hartmann 1980). for the presence of
arthrospores and hyphae under a light microscope using low and high
powers. (before treatment and after recovery).
Diseased young camels were divided into two groups. There were
twenty camels in each group. The first group (20camels) was treated
after removal of skin crusts using topical application of 10% iodine
ointment daily for three weeks, while the second group (20camels)
was treated by the same method, but intramuscular injection of
OLIGO SAF (vitamin A 400,000 IU/animal) on alternate days for
three times was administered .Disinfection of animal housing and
equipments was done in adjunct with animal treatment using 10%
hypochlorite solution (Rycroft and McLay 1991).

Drugs Used for Treatment Trial
1-ZAIN POVIDAN 10% ointment
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Results: The treatment trials of dermatophytosis revealed that; The second group
showed higher and rapid cure rate (cured before three weeks) compared to the first
group. In conclusion, the results of the present study indicated that using topical
application of 10% iodine ointment and intramuscular injection of vitamin A
showed higher and rapid cure rate compared to topical application of 10% iodine
ointment only in treatment of dermatophytosis in young camels.

Key Words; RINGWORM- vitamin A- young camels-10% iodine ointment.

Introduction

RINGWORM (DERMATOPHYTOSIS) is a zoonotic skin infection
of keratinized tissues caused by a specialized group of fungi named
dermatophytes (Shams-Ghahfarokhi et al. 2009). Wernerey and
Kaaden (2002) report dermatophytosis to be a common disease of
camels worldwide. Ringworm caused primarily by Trichophyton
mentagrophytes is a common skin disease in camels, especially in the
young - those under three years of age (Manefield and Tinson, 1997).
Skin lesions on camels are characteristically circular crusty areas of
alopecia, which may coalesce. Chlorinated or iodine based topical
treatments are effective (Manefield and Tinson, 1997).

Ringworm of the skin (medically known as tinea corporis) is a fungal
infection of the top layer of skin, caused by a group of fungi called
dermatophytes. Ringworm has nothing to do with worms, instead the
name comes from the red ring-like rash.

Despite its name, ringworm is not caused by a worm. The ancient
Greeks called ringworm “herpes,” meaning “ring,” while the ancient
Romans called it “tinea,” referring to the larval stage of a clothes
moth. Characterized by round skin lesions (rings) and early belief that
the infection was caused by a parasite (worm), the English word
“ringworm” was born sometime in the early 15th century. While the
condition is actually the result of a fungal infection by an organism
called a dermatophyte, the name ringworm has stuck.

The disease can affect all domestic animals (Connole 1990), including
camels (Mancianti et al. 1988; Fadlelmula et al. 1994).

Some dermatophytes have great zoonotic importance, where many of
them occurring primarily in animals and can be transmitted from
infected animals to man (Nakamura et al. 1999). Dermatophytes are
filamentous fungi which invade keratinized tissues of humans and

70- 004D L .cwhg) . aigil g malel gulell 1acaoll
Higher Institute of Science & Technology, Raqdalen, Libya




Fournal of Total Seience M Alnliilipglelidal=an

Volume (2), Issue (8), (March. 2019) (]} (2019 LW)lO) . (8) 12l . (2) WA
ISSN: 2518-5799 T 2518-5799 :10))

Efficacy of topical application of 10% iodine ointment and
intramuscular injection of vitamin A ,with topical application of
10% iodine ointment IN TREATMENT OF RINGWORM
(DERMATOPHYTOSIS) in young camels.

Mrs. Fatimah Omar Hasan
Laboratories Department -Higher Institute for Medical Professions -
Jumayl, Libya

sl
Lo L 509010 250 adpe Lot Gilall oLyl 2 3ad (paldas alasind 3eliS (uld ) Al dljall Cdon
csband) Gall T pualif ae Lninge %10 253 adpe aladind sa S,
e sane 080 (i sena ) agaradi Acilal) ¢ Lisily ulias ale yae e J8 2528 cpay)f alatind
Lol e sand) Lt Lnmse %1050 adye aladinly Leadle 2 J) desanall . 3528 (e Caana
cband) giall 35k e T opalid ) ALYl lase %1025 Ay aladinly leadle &
Y e pend) (o pladl) b B iy i) Al de sanall o bl <yl
gl ol S T il Limell iall aa Lxaase %10 353l atye aladin) of bl AV culs
2 e Laage % 10 20l atje aladind (e dlal) o Lgally Lladd) Glaadl) olas 8
coamall —Eglal e Ll ~T aelid ~%10 2sl) aye t Aalisal) LK)
Abstract
The purpose of this study was t o evaluate the efficacy of two therapeutic regimens
using topical application of 10% iodine ointment and intramuscular injection of
vitamin A ,with topical application of 10% iodine ointment in treatment of
dermatophytosis.
A total Of forty young camels were used in this study. camels were less than 1 year
of age, All camels under study were examined, and clinical findings were recorded
(Rosenberger 1979). forty specimens of hair and skin scrapings were taken from
camels with skin lesions. Diseased young camels were divided into two groups.
There were twenty camels in each group. The first group (20camels) was treated
after removal of skin crusts using topical application of 10% iodine ointment daily
for three weeks, while the second group (20camels) was treated by the same
method, but intramuscular injection of vitamin A (400,000 IU/animal) on alternate
days for three times was administered .Disinfection of animal housing and

equipments was done in adjunct with animal treatment using 10% hypochlorite
solution (Rycroft and McLay 1991).
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averaged at a medium level of frequency usage. On the contrary, the
FCE learners demonstrated the most frequent use of reading
strategies at a high level of frequency use.

As for the relationship between the KET, PET and FCE learners'
awareness of reading strategies and their reading proficiency, the
findings showed that the learners' high metacognitive reading strategy
awareness substantially contributed to their reading ability in L2,
which suggest that they were aware of what really constitutes efficient
reading.
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ability was almost positive. However, as can be seen from the table 6
above, KET learners (5,7,9,11,12,14) who had the highest reading
scores of 20 and above ( 20, 23,22,21,20,24) were also found to have
the highest mean averages of (mean=2.619, 2.762, 2.762, 2.905, 2.667
and 2.905).

By comparison, KET learners whose reading scores were 18 and
below were found to have the lowest mean averages. Those KET
learners, 1,2,4,6,10, 13, and 15, were also found to have the lowest
mean averages of (mean=2.000, 2.190, 2.000, 2.143, 1.810 and 1.762)
indicating that their reading metacognitive strategy awareness was
related to their reading ability in L2, which suggests that they were
unaware of what constitutes efficient reading.

As far as PET groups are concerned, the findings showed that the PET
learners whose reading scores were 17 and above had the highest
mean averages as well. For example, PET Ilearners,
(2,3,4,67,9,10,11,12,14, and 15) whose reading scores were 17 and
above were also found to have the highest mean averages of (
mean=3.286, 2.619, 3.048, 3.143, 3.143, 2.762, 2.571, 2.952, 2.333,
2.905, 2.619, 2.905) suggesting that PET learners’ knowledge of
reading strategies was related to their L2 reading ability.

As for the FCE learners, the findings revealed that FCE learners'
achievement in the reading tests was related to their high awareness of
reading strategies. For instance, FCE learners, (2,4,6,8,10,12 and 14)
were found to have the highest mean averages of (mean = 3.381,
3.429, 3.143, 3.286, 3.095, 3.286, and 3.000) indicating that their
reading strategy awareness was indeed related to their L2 reading
proficiency. This suggests that the higher their awareness of reading
strategies, the better their reading ability/proficiency was.

5.Conclusion

Among the KET, PET, & FCE learners in general there appears to a
discrepancy between the employees' awareness of reading strategies
and their language proficiency. The findings revealed that there were
differences in the choices and the frequency of strategy use among the
KET,PET & FCE learners on the overall all use on the four groups of
reading strategies. Also, the KET learners were found to use reading
strategies less frequently that PET and FCE learners, which were
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FCE groups almost tended to be quite unaware of the use of directed
attention and support strategies.

4.3 Research Question Three

Finding six

3. Is there a relationship between learners’ reported strategy use and
their reading comprehension ability among KET, PET, and FCE
groups?

Table 6: KET, PET, and FCE reading test scores

KET | Reading Mean PET Reading | Mean FCE Reading Mean
stude | scores average | learners | scores average | students | scores(ou | average
nts (out of 25) (out of t of 20)
25)

1 18 2.000 1 16 2.714 1 13 3.429
2 17 2.190 2 19 3.286 2 16 3.381
3 22 2.000 3 18 2.619 3 14 3.286
4 15 2.000 4 22 3.048 4 17 3.429
5 20 2.619 5 15 2.048 5 10 3.286
6 16 2.143 6 21 2.143 6 17 3.143
7 23 2.762 7 22 2.762 7 11 3.143
8 20 1.810 8 14 1.571 8 16 3.286
9 22 2.762 9 17 2.571 9 10 3.467
10 14 1.810 10 20 2.952 10 17 3.095
11 21 2.905 11 19 2.333 11 12 2.857
12 20 2.667 12 20 2.905 12 15 3.286
13 18 1.762 13 16 2.762 13 9 2.619
14 24 2.905 14 17 2.619 14 16 3.000
15 19 2.000 15 20 2.905 15 9 2.810

Table 6 above presents descriptive statistics about the KET,PET &
FCE learners' individual reading scores & strategy use mean averages.
To find out if there was a relationship between learners' reported
strategy use and their reading comprehension ability, the reading test
scoreswere worked out and checked against the subjects' responses on
the questionnaire through the statistical use of mean averages.
However, KET & PET learners with a score 17 and above ( out of a
possible 25) were regarded as good readers and those with 12 and
below were perceived as poor readers. Also, FCE learners with a score
of 15 and above (out of 20) were regarded as good readers and those
with 10 and below were referred to as poor readers. Generally, within
the KET groups, the findings revealed that the relationship between
the learners' reading strategy awareness and reading comprehension
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Problem-solving categories. Based on the findings above, the three
groups of KET, PET, & FCE demonstrated their lack of awareness of
the use of Planning& Evaluation strategies, which were seen at (
M=2.533, SD=0.192) of Medium level of Usually usage.

4.2 Research Question Two

4.2.1Finding five
2. Are there any differences between the KET, PET, and FCE
learners in their awareness of meta-cognitive reading strategies they

employ?

Table 5. Means (standard deviations) for the FCE-, PET-, and KET
employees’ use of reading strategies (N = 45)

Strategy Type KET PET FCE

Plan & evaluation 1.960 (0.192) 2.480 (0.238) 3.160
(0.224)

Directed attention 2.700 (0.200) 2.800 (0.322) 2.917
(0.854)

Support 2.556 (0.977) 2.878 (0.882) 2.967
(0.678)

Problem solving 2.000 (0.170) 2.578 (0.386) 3.311
(0.111)

Table 5

As can be seen from table 5 above, the findings showed that there
were indeed some differences observed across the KET, PET, & FCE
groups in their awareness of reading strategies. On the whole, the FCE
group outperformed the PET- and KET groups in overall strategy use.
All the three proficiency groups differed in their choice of strategy
use. In other words, the KET proficiency groups ranked Directed
attention as the most important, followed by SUPPORT and
PROBLEM solving. The PET groups rated SUPPORT strategies as
the most important followed DIRECTED attention strategies. The
FCE groups ranked PROBLEM-SOLVING as the most important
followed by PLANNING & EVALUATION. However, despite the
fact that all the three groups reported different frequent use of the four
categories of strategies, the FCE group demonstrated the most
frequent use of them indicating that they are more cognitively aware
of the use of reading strategies than their KET, and PET learners.
However, based on the findings above, it was evident that the KET &
PET groups demonstrated a lack of awareness of reading strategies
especially the use of planning & evaluation strategies. Whereas the
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14 3.667

0.603

15 2.044

0.796

Overall 2.800
0.770

4: problem-solving 16 2.533

0.869

17 2.356
0.712

18 2.822
1.051

19 2.267
0.809

20 2.867
0.944

21 2.933
0.837

Overall 2.630
0.283

Regarding the first research question (1), What are the most favoured
reading strategies among KET, PET, and FCE learners and how
frequently are they used?, table 4 above presents descriptive statistics
for the KET, PET, and FCE employees’ use of reading strategies and
the overall mean frequency of each of the four categories of reading
strategies.

The findings showed that the three groups of KET, PET, and FCE
learners on the whole reported using the available reading strategies at
a Medium-frequency level (M = 2.5 ) Among the 21 strategies, 6
strategies fell into the high-usage level of Always usage (M > 3.5),
and 14 strategies went to the medium level of Usually usage (M >
2.5). Only 1 strategy was reported at the Low level use of
Occasionally usage ((M < 1.9) but no strategy was reported at the very
low-usage level of Never usage (M < 1.4). As far as the four types of
categories of strategies are concerned, the three proficiency groups
altogether showed on the whole a medium usage of reading strategies,
with Directed attention strategies (M =2.806 , SD =0.067 as their most
favourite choice of strategies, followed by Support strategies (M =
2.800, SD=0.770) , Problem-solving strategies (M =2.630, SD=0.283
), and Planning &evaluation strategies (2.533, SD=0.192). The top
five strategies that were most favoured by the KET, PET, and FCE
learners were under the Support and Directed attention categories,
while the bottom five mainly went to the Planning &evaluation and
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strategy group 2 Directed attention strategies (average
frequency=2.917, SD=0.854)

In conclusion, the FCE groups employed strategies at a “High” level
of use in this study. The most frequently used group of strategies were
Problem-solving and planning and evaluation strategies which
averaged in the “Always use” range. The other 2 strategy groups,
Support and Directed attention strategies were found at a Medium
level of use, which were averaged in the “Usually use” range as the
least frequently used strategy groups.

4.1.4 Finding Four

Table 4. The overall pattern of reading-strategy use by Waha Oil
Company KET, PET, and FCE employees (N=45).

Strategy Type Strategy No Mean SD
1. Plan & evaluation 1 2.511
0.869
2 2.400
0.809
3 2.556
0.841
4 2.844
0.852
5 2.356
0.773
Overall 2.533
0.192
2. Directed attention 6 3.000
0.707
7 3.067
0.837
8 2.978
0.690
9 2.178
0.716
Overall 2.806
0.067
3. Support 10 3.467
0.625
11 1.733
0.539
12 3.044
0.796
13 2.844
0.852
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18 3.667
0.617

19 2.933
0.594

20 3.5633
0.640

21 3.533
0.743

Overall 3.311
0.111

What are the most favoured reading strategies among FCE learners?
And how frequently are they used?

The table 3 above shows the frequency average of strategy use of FCE
employees. It presents descriptive statistics for the FCE learners’ use
of individual strategies and the overall mean frequency of each of the
four categories of strategies they employed. Generally, the findings
showed that FCE learners reported using reading strategies at a HIGH
-frequency usage (2.0) of Always level. Among the 21 reading
strategies, 17 strategies fell into the Always-usage level “high” (M
>3.5) and 2 strategies went to the Medium-usage of Usually level (M
>2.5). Moreover, 2 strategies were reported at Occasionally-level
usage “low” (M <1.7), and that no strategy was found at the Never-
level usage of “very low” (M < 1.4). As far as the four types of
strategy categories are concerned, FCE learners showed a High usage,
withProblem-solving strategies (M =3.311, SD=0.111) as their most
favourite choice, followed by Planning & evaluation strategies
(M=3.160, SD=0.224). However, Directed attention and Support
strategies were found at a Medium level of Usually use with (M
=2.917, SD=0.854, and M=2.967, SD=0.678) as their last favourite
choice. The top five strategies that were most favoured by the FCE
employees were under Problem-solving and Planning & evaluation
strategies, while the bottom five strategies mainly fell into the
Directed attention and Support strategies.

From the finding 3 above, strategy category 2, Problem-solving
strategies, received the High level of usage which shows that PET
learners Always used this group of strategies (average frequency=
M=3.311, SD=0.111). According to the highest mean (3.311), it
shows that this group of strategies received the highest frequency of
use whereas the least frequently used strategies were those under the
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among the four groups of strategies, no strategy category was reported
at the Occasionally or Never-use range of Low or Very Low level.

4.1.3 Finding Three

Table 3: FCE learners’ met-cognitive reading strategies and their
frequency of use(N=15)

Strategy Type Strategy No Mean SD
1. Plan & evaluation 1 3.200
0.775
2 3.000
0.535
3 3.067
0.594
4 3.533
0.640
5 3.000
0.535
Overall 3.160
0.224
2. Directed evaluation 6 3.200
0.676
7 3.600
0.632
8 3.200
0.561
9 1.667
0.617
Overall 2.917
0.854
3. Support strategies 10 3.067
0.704
11 1.800
0.676
12 3.667
0.488
13 3.467
0.640
14 3.200
0.775
15 3.600
0.507
Overall 2.967
0.678
4: problem solving 16 3.267
0.458
17 2.933
0.458
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Always-usage of (M=4.000, SD=0.000) to a “Low” Occasionally-use
level of (M=1.800, SD=0.414), but no strategy was reported at the
“Very Low” level of Never-use range. The overall mean frequency of
each of the four categories of strategies ranged from a “Medium”
Usually-use level of (M=2.878, SD0.880). Generally, the results
showed that PET learners reported using reading strategies at a
medium-frequency level (2.5) of Usually-usage. However, within the
21 reading strategies employed by the PET groups, 4 strategies fell
into the Always-usage level “high” (M >3.5) and 16 strategies went to
the Usually-usage level “medium” (M >2.5). Moreover, only 1
strategy was reported at Occasionally-level usage “low” (M <1.7), and
that no strategy was found at the Never-level usage “very low” (M <
1.4). As far as the four types of strategy categories are concerned, PET
learners showed a medium to high usage, withSupport strategies (M
=2.878, SD=0.880) as their most favorite category, followed by
Directed attention (M=2.800, SD=0.322), problem-solving strategies
(M =2.578, SD=0.386), and their least favorite choice was Planning&
Evaluation strategies (M=2.480, SD=0.238). However, the top five
strategies that were most favored by the PET employees were under
the Support categories and Directed attention, while the bottom five
strategies mainly fell into the Problem-solving and Planning&
Evaluation categories.

From the finding 2 above, strategy category 2, Support strategies,
received the medium level of usage which shows that PET learners
Usually utilised this group of strategies (average frequency=
M=2.878, SD=0.880). According to the highest mean (2.878), it
shows that this group of strategies received the highest frequency of
use whereas the least frequently used strategies were those under
strategy group 1 Planning & evaluation strategies (average frequency
M=2.480, SD=0.238).

In conclusion, the PET groups used strategies at a medium level rather
than a high level in this study. The most frequently used group of
strategies was Support strategies which averaged in the “Usually use”
range. Three of the other four strategies were also used at Medium
level: Directed attention and Problem-solving strategies were also
averaged in the “Usually use” range. The least frequently used
strategy group was Planning and Evaluation strategies which were
also averaged in the Medium” “Occasionally” use range. However,
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5 2.133
0.640
Overall 2.480
0.238
2. Directed evaluation 6 2.867
0.834
7 3.067
0.594
8 2.933
0.594
9 2.333
0.617
Overall 2.800
0.322
3. Support strategies 10 3.733
0.458
11 1.800
0.414
12 3.000
0.535
13 2.667
0.816
14 4.000
0.000
15 2.067
0.799
Overall 2.878
0.880
4: problem solving 16 2.667
0.617
17 2.200
0.676
18 2.867
0.743
19 2.000
0.756
20 2.800
0.775
21 2.933
0.594
Overall 2.578
0.386

What are the most favoured reading strategies among PET learners?
And how frequently are they used?

The table 2 above presents descriptive statistics about the average
frequency of strategy use of PET employees. It shows the PET
learners’ use of individual strategies, which ranged from “High”
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=2.000, SD =0.170), and their last favourite choice was Planning&
Evaluation strategies (M= 1.960, SD=0.192). However, the top five
strategies that were most favoured by the KET employees were under
the Directed attention and Support categories, while the bottom five
strategies mainly fell into the Planning& Evaluation and Problem-
solving categories.

From the finding 1 above, strategy category 2, Directed attention
strategies, received the medium level of usage which shows that KET
learners Usually used this group of strategies (average frequency= M=
2.700, SD=0.200). According to the highest mean (2.700), it shows
that this group of strategies received the highest frequency of use
whereas the least frequently used strategies were those under strategy
group 1 Planning & evaluation strategies (average frequency
M=1.960, SD=0.192).

In conclusion, the KET groups used strategies at a “Medium” Usually
level rather than High, in this study. The most frequently used group
of strategies was Directed attention strategies which averaged in the
“Usually use” range. Three of the other four strategies were also used
at Medium level: Support and Problem-solving strategies, which were
also averaged in the “Usually use” range. The least frequently used
strategy group was Planning and Evaluation strategies which were
averaged in the Low “Occasionally use” range. However, among the
four groups of strategies, no strategy category was reported at the
never-use range of “very low”.

4.1.2 Finding Two

Table 2. PET learners’ meta-cognitive reading strategies and their
frequency of use (N=15)

Strategy Type Strategy No Mean SD
1. Plan & evaluation 1 2.400
0.632

2 2.467
0.640
3 2.667
0.724
4 2.733
0.594
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3. Support strategies 10 3.600
0.507
11 1.600
0.507
12 2.467
0.834
13 2.400
0.737
14 3.800
0.414
15 1.467
0.640
Overall 2.556
0.977
4: problem solving 16 1.667
0.617
17 1.933
0.594
18 1.933
0.961
19 1.867
0.640
20 2.267
0.961
21 2.333
0.724
Overall 2.000
0.170

What are the most favoured reading strategies among KET learners?
And how frequently are they used?

The table 1 above shows the average frequency of strategy use of KET
employees. It presents descriptive statistics for the KET learners’ use
of individual strategies and the overall mean frequency of each of the
four categories of strategies they employed. Generally, the findings
showed that KET learners reported using reading strategies at a
MEDIUM -frequency level (2.0) of Usually-usage. Among the 21
reading strategies, 2 strategies fell into the “high” level of Always-
usage (M >3.5) and 9 strategies went to the Usually-usage level
“medium” (M >2.5). Moreover, 8 strategies were reported at
Occasionally-level usage “low” (M <1.7), and that only 1 strategy was
found at the Never-level usage “very low” (M < 1.4). As far as the
four types of strategy categories are concerned, KET learners showed
a low to medium usage, withDirected attention strategies (M =2.700,
SD=0.200) as their most favourite choice, followed by support
strategies (M=2.556, SD=0.977), problem-solving strategies (M

56- 009D L .cwhg) . aigll g malel pulell 1acall
Higher Institute of Science & Technology, Raqdalen, Libya



2019w (8) 2 (2) ¢ oo\l eolsdl low The metacognitive reading strategy awareness

The questionnaire conducted asked the three reading proficiency
groups to indicate the degree of their awareness of English reading
strategies using a four-point Likert scale. The questionnaire, as
mentioned already, consisted of four types of reading strategies, which
were as follows: (1) Planning & Evaluation Strategies, (2) Directed
Attention strategies, (3) Support Strategies, and (4) Problem-solving
strategies. Moreover, for the purpose of precisely analysing the
average means of the learners’ responses on the questionnaire, the
average means were interpreted as follows: Average means between
3.0 to 4.0 were rated as Always-usage level “High”; average means
between 2.0 to 2.9 were regarded as Usually-usage level “Medium”;
average means between 1.5 to 1.9 were referred to as Occasionally-
usage level “Low”, and average means between 1.4 to 1.0 were rated
as a never-usage level “very low” in order to understand the frequency
average of strategy use among KET, PET and FCE employees’
reading strategies.

4.1.1 Finding One
Table 1: KET learners’ meta-cognitive reading strategies and their
frequency of use (N=15)

Strategy Type Strategy No Mean SD
1. Plan & evaluation 1 1.933
0.704
2 1.733
0.704
3 1.933
0.799
4 2.267
0.799
5 1.933
0.704
Overall 1.960
0.192
2. Directed attention 6 2.933
0.594
7 2.533
0.915
8 2.800
0.862
9 2.533
0.640
Overall 2.700
0.200
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questionnaire to investigate the employees' degree of reading strategy
awareness and their reading test scores through the statistical use of
Excel ( means and standard deviations). However, KET & PET test
takers with a score of 17 and above ( out of a possible 25) were
regarded as good readers and those with 12 and below were
perceived as poor readers. Also, FCE learners with a score of 15 and
above ( out of 20) were regarded as good readers and those with 10
and below were referred to as poor readers.

B: Questionnaire

To investigate the degree of the employees’ awareness of reading
strategies, the means and standard deviations were analysed to
determine the frequencies and variances of strategy use from the data
collected in order to answer the first two research questions.

The patterns of strategy choice in relation to the individual strategies,
types of strategy, and overall strategy use were also analysed by
examining the means and the standard deviations within the whole
three groups. Similar procedures were also used to maintain the
variance of strategy use among the KET, PET & FCE groups.
Moreover, the frequency mean averages of the employees' responses
on the questionnaire, the means averages were analysed as follows:

Moreover, for the purpose of precisely analysing the average means of
the learners’ responses on the questionnaire, the average means were
interpreted as follows: Average means between 3.0 to 4.0 were rated
as Always-usage level “High”; average means between 2.0 to 2.9
were regarded as Usually-usage level “Medium”; average means
between 1.5 to 1.9 were referred to as Occasionally-usage level
“Low”, and average means between 1.4 to 1.0 were rated as a never-
usage level “very low” in order to understand the frequency average
of strategy use among KET, PET and FCE employees’ reading
strategies.

4.Findings
4.1 Research Question One

What are the most favoured reading strategies among KET, PET, and
FCE learners? And how frequently are they used?
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information and to get the three groups identify their favoured reading
strategies.

B: Questionnaire
Construction the questionnaire

For the purpose of this study, the research instrument used presents
the theoretical framework in the area of metacognition, namely,
planning & evaluation, knowledge regulation or (directed attention) ,
procedural knowledge (support strategies) and conditional knowledge
( problem solving strategies). Therefore, the questionnaire used a
four-pointLikert scale of reading strategies. It consisted of four main
categories of reading strategies, which included 21 strategy items.
Each of the four categories of strategies assesses different types of
strategies. For example, the first strategy category, PLANNING &
EVALUATION strategies consisted of five items assessing learners’
goals as they read, and their plans before, while and after reading.
The second strategy category included in this scale was DIRECTED
ATTENTION strategies. It consisted of four strategy items assessing
what learners do when they have a difficulty understanding and/ or
when they lose their attention as they read. The third type of strategy
category called SUPPORT strategies. It consisted of six items of
reading strategies assessing what learners do as they read such as
translating, drawing diagrams, taking notes, underling, eliciting
information, using a dictionary, paraphrasing, etc. the fourth type of
strategy category included in this research instrument was referred to
as a PROBEM-SOLVING strategies. It was made up of six items of
reading strategies assessing what readers do as they read, such as
guessing, comparing, using their experience, using the gist of
meaning, etc.

3.3 Data analysis
A: Reading test

KET & PET reading tests consisted of 25 question items. FCE reading
test consists of only 20 question items.

45 students were given the reading tests. The reading test scores were
worked out and checked against the subjects' responses on the
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using the 3 categories of strategies at a high-frequency level.
However, the main effect for strategies and the main effect for
learners’ proficiency were significantly established. In other words,
students with the high-proficiency level outperformed the intermediate
group and the low-proficiency group in 2 categories of reading
strategies: global and problem-solving; but no statistically significant
difference was observed among the 3 proficiency groups in using
support strategies.

3. Methodology
3.1 Population & sample.

The population of this study were 45Waha oil company employees (38
males and 7 females) who were doing intensive English language
courses in the Cambridge, KET, PET, & FCE as part of their on job-
training. Three different classes of three different proficiency levels
were chosen randomly by the researchers. Before taking the
Cambridge English language courses, the three classes had taken
three English courses In the starters, beginners and elementary.

Prior to their Cambridge English courses in the KET, PET, &FCE,
the three different proficiency groups were asked early in the morning
to take a reading proficiency test in KET, PET, & FCE in order to
obtain some data about their reading scores in order to compare their
reading proficiency with their proficiency on the questionnaire
instrument.

3.2 Research instruments
A: KET, PET, & FCE reading tests

This study was quantitative in nature. The instruments used in this
study were standardized KET, PET, & FCE reading tests as well as a
questionnaire designed by the researchers. The purpose of these tests
was to assess the reading ability of the three different groups . based
on the data obtained from the reading test results, participants'
responses on the questionnaire were compared against their reading
proficiency in order to determine if there was a relationship between
the learners' awareness of employing reading strategies and their
reading ability. The aim of the questionnaire was to obtain some
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stressing that we should be cautious when interpreting studies which
suggest that more proficient learners can make more strategies: in
other words, it can be interpreted to mean that either proficiency
determines the choice of strategies or that strategy choice is simply a
sign of proficiency level. However, Zhang (2003) pointed out
strategies themselves are not inherently good or bad, but they have the
potential to be used effectively or ineffectively in different contexts.

Moreover Carrell (1989) conducted a study in order to investigate
ESL learners’ reading strategies in the USA. Her research findings
suggested that there was some difference observed between strategy
awareness, which was linked to good L1 readers and those pertaining
to good L2 readers. She also went on to state that such findings should
not be taken as definitive proof but as a suggestive one, though there
was a significant difference with regard to L2 proficiency level, and
that low-proficiency readers tended to use more text-bound, local
strategies than higher-proficiency readers.

Moreover, there have been recently some attempts made to investigate
as well as to assess learners’ meta-cognitive knowledge of L2 learning
strategies in order to establish a potential relationship between
learners’ meta-cognitive knowledge and their use of strategies in
different environments. For instance, a study by Zhang, (2001) to
investigate Chinese EFL readers’ meta-cognitive knowledge of
strategies in learning to read EFL in an Acquisition-Poor
Environment, a typical acquisition-poor area in China. However, the
subjects’ meta-cognitive awareness of reading strategies was
analysed and interpreted from a broad meta-cognitive perspective
using Flavell’s model (1987). Therefore, the readers ’knowledge of
reading strategies was examined and analysed through some
retrospective interviews. The study findings demonstrated that the
Chinese EFL readers’ meta-cognitive knowledge of reading strategies
had close and significant relationship to their language proficiency.

Also, a similar study by the same researcher Zhang'’s (2009) to assess
meta-cognitive awareness and reading-strategy use of 270 Chinese
senior high school students. These subjects responded to a survey
questionnaire consisting of reading strategies of 28-items (SORS). The
strategies were divided into 3 main types: global, problem-solving,
and support. The study results displayed that the students reported
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between important textual information from supporting details and
how to realise the overall meaning of text.

A co-relational study by (Winograd, 1990) intended to find out
whether readers’ difficulties of writing a summary could be related to
their lack in strategic skills. The findings of the study showed that
good readers tended to be better judges of importance than poor
readers.

2.2 Meta-cognitive Awareness and Reading proficiency and strategy
use.

The relationship between meta-cognitive awareness and reading
proficiency within the domain of reading comprehension is still
controversial among researchers for example, Baker & brown (1984)
argue that metacognitive awareness is a prerequisite for self-
regulation, the ability to monitor and check one's own cognitive
activities while reading.

Brown, (1983) pointed out meta-cognitive strategies enable readers to
monitor and regulate their thoughts. These strategies are skills that
can be used voluntarily and consciously and can become automatic
due to practice. Research has, also shown that good readers are good
strategic users who can automatically achieve their goals and are
able to consciously recognize a problem and resort to certain
problem-solving strategies. It can be argued that meta-cognition is an
essential element in determining who proficient and less proficient
readers are.

Block, (1986) also argues that good readers are more aware of the
strategies they use, and are more flexible in adapting strategies than
poor readers. He also adds that good readers are able to think aloud
and verbalize their awareness of the meta-cognitive strategies they
use. Recently, Many research studies have been carried out in their
attempt to identify what might be referred to as good language
learning strategies and to examine the nature of the link between
language learning strategies and language proficiency. However, the
term ‘proficiency’, as referred to here, can be interpreted as defined
by Bachman, (1990), to mean in general the person’s knowledge,
competence or ability in the use of a language, regardless of how,
where, or under what conditions it has been learned. For example, as
Mcintyre, (1994) attempted to explain such type of relationship by
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there are many research studies that support the view that meta-
cognitive regulation can enhance learners’ performance in many
different of ways, including better employment of attention resources,
better use of existing strategies, and a greater awareness of
comprehension problems.Meta-cognitive strategies, according to
(O’Malley &Chamot, 1990), are higher order executive tactics , which
involve essential skills such as planning for learning, monitoring,
identifying and remediating causes of comprehension failure or
evaluating the success of a learning activity; the strategies of self-
planning, self-monitoring, ‘self-regulating, ‘self-questioning’ and
‘self-reflecting.

2.1.2.1 Planning involves the learner to select the appropriate
strategies and to allocate his/her resources that affect their
performance. Typical examples include how to make predictions
before reading, strategy sequencing, and allocating time or attention
selectively before beginning to perform a task. For instance, studies of
successful and unsuccessful learners have revealed that the ability to
“predict” involves reader’s ability to connect their existing
background knowledge to new information from a text in order to
comprehend what they read.

2.1.2.2 Monitoring refers to one’s on-line awareness of
comprehension and task performance. The ability to engage in
periodic self-testing while learning is a good example. Research
studies have shown that students who use meta-cognitive strategies
monitor their reading comprehension, adjust their reading rates, and
consider the objectives etc tend to be better readers. For example a
two-part language study by Paris and Meyers (1981) was conducted
to investigate comprehension monitoring and strategies of good and
poor readers. In their study, the students’ ability to monitor
comprehension of difficult anomalous information was measured by
spontaneous self-corrections during oral reading, by directed
underlining of incomprehensible words and phrases, and by study
behaviours. The findings showed that poor readers did not engage in
accurate monitoring as frequently as good readers.

2.1.2.3Evaluating or identifying refers to the process of estimating the
products and capability of one’s learning, and typical examples of
evaluation include how learners re-assess their own aims and
outcomes. ldentifying the main idea requires a reader to distinguish
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planning, monitoring, evaluating, and manipulating the cognitive
processes to obtain optimal learning outcomes. (ibid).

O’Malley &Chamot, (1990) defined meta-cognitive strategies as
higher order executive tactics in nature which involve planning for
learning, monitoring, and identifying, remediating causes of
comprehension failure or evaluating the success of a learning
activity.However, most researchers in this area have made a clear
distinction between two important construct components of meta-
cognition, namely knowledge of cognition and regulation of cognition,
which are as follows:

2.1.1 Knowledge of cognition

Knowledge of cognition, on the one hand, is what a person knows
about his/her own cognition or about cognition in general. According
to (Jacobs & Paris, 1987), there are often three different types of
meta-cognitive awareness, which are referred to as declarative,
procedural, and conditional knowledge.

2.1.1.1Declarative knowledge refers to what someone knows about
something. It encompasses knowledge about oneself as a learner and
about factors that affect one’s performance. For instance, a research
study by (Baker, 1989), investigating what learners know about their
own memory has found that adults have more knowledge than
children about the cognitive processes associated with memory.
2.1.1.2 Procedural knowledge is the person’s knowledge about doing
a specific task. Much of this knowledge is represented as heuristics
and strategies. However, in a study by (Glaser & Chi, 1988) relating
to this found that learners with a high degree of procedural
knowledge perform tasks more automatically, are more likely to have
a larger repertoire of strategies, to sequence strategies effectively,
and use qualitatively different strategies to solve problems.

2.1.1.3 Conditional knowledge refers to somebody’s knowledge of
why and when aspects of cognition. According to (Garner, 1990),
conditional knowledge is the one which involves knowing when and
why to use declarative and procedural knowledge. For instance,
effective learners know when and what information to rehearse.

2.1.2 Regulation of cognition

Regulation of cognition, on the other hand, refers to a group of
strategies that enable learners to control their learning. However,
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1.4 Research questions:

1.What are the most favoured reading strategies among KET, PET,
and FCE learners? And how frequently are they used?

2. Are there any differences between the KET, PET, and FCE
learners in their awareness of meta-cognitive reading strategies they

employ?

3. Is there a relationship between learners’ reported strategy use and
their reading comprehension ability among KET, PET, and FCE
groups?

2. LITERATURE REVIEW

2.1. Theoretical framework of meta-cognition

Over the past two decades, the study of meta-cognition has been the
focus of recent investigations and an increasingly interesting topic of
discussion in the area of language learning among linguists, theorists,
researches, educators etc. According to (Brown, 1983) the concept of
meta-cognition is complicated and its definition is multifarious, and
there is no clear cut definition of the term.

Metacognition is the knowledge or cognition and understanding,
control and appropriate application of that knowledge to a given task.
It involves both conscious awareness and conscious control of one's
learning. In other words, it is the ability to observe oneself applying
certain knowledge to a certain task.

Another definition of  meta-cognition with a more detailed
specification is offered by , (Flavell, 1987), who defined it to refers to
one’s ability to reflect upon, understand, and control one’s learning
and manipulate his/her own cognitive processes to maximize learning.
He also adds that Meta-cognition is part and parcel of cognitive
development, and is both a product and producer of the latter. It
enables learners to engage actively in regulating and controlling their
own learning. While meta-cognitive knowledge as is very awareness-
focused, meta-cognitive regulation is procedural and executive in
nature, working on the basis of the meta-cognitive knowledge and
referring to a person’s management of his cognitive processes to
ensure the achievement of learning goals. This management involves
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language acquisition has been widely acknowledged, and that the use
of reading strategies has been viewed as being conducive to successful
reading comprehension proficiency in spite of the complex nature of
the reading process, which involves both the L2 reader’s language
ability and reading ability.Thus, the researcher's understanding of
reading strategies has been influenced significantly by research on
what expert readers do.

However, whilelearners’ meta-cognitive awareness in reading has
been recognized in the current literature to be critical to successful L2
reading, there are almost noresearchstudies in this area that have
been conducted in the context ofArab learners of English, particularly
in the vocational context.Most of the research in the reading
strategies of second language learners has been conducted on
students at low levels of language proficiency or those studying at the
secondary school level or in the academic university contexts, where
almost no research up to the researcher's knowledge, has dealt with
students in the vocational context.Cohen (1998) points out that the
contexts of the learning situation may have a strong influence on
learners’ choice of language learning strategies. Therefore, the
present study attempts to fill the gap by assessing the meta-cognitive
awareness of Libyan FCE, PET, KET students and their perceived use
of reading strategies through a questionnaire survey, and reading
comprehension tests while they are engaged in reading English
materials (e.g., textbooks, exam papers, and supplementary readings
in stories, newspapers and magazines).

1.3 Purpose of the Study

The main purpose of this study is to investigate the degree of the
learners' awareness of reading strategies and to find out if there are
any differences in their metacognitive reading strategies employed by
the three different levels of learners, and whether or not there is a
relationship between learners’ responses on the instrument and their
L2 reading comprehension proficiency (achievement), and to develop
an assessment tool for measuring learners’ use of meta-cognitive
strategies for reading comprehension studying at the vocational level.
This study will attempt to answer all the following research questions.

46- 004D L .cwhg) . aigll g malel pulell 1acall
Higher Institute of Science & Technology, Raqdalen, Libya



2019umWw (8) 2 «(2) ¢ oo\l polsl alxe The metacognitive reading strategy awareness

Key words: KET, PET, FCE,CAE, CPE, metacognitive, reading strategies

1 Introduction
1.1 background information

Waha Oil Company is a Libyan-American company and is one of the
biggest exporting producers in north Africa. The training &
development department is one of several other departments of Waha
Oil Company. It recruits language teachers from all over the world.
The language education & training program adopted is based on the
Cambridge ESOL examination framework which is graded according
to the proficiency of language learners into eight levels: Starters,
Beginners, Elementary, Pre-intermediate KET, Intermediate, PET,
Upper-intermediate FCE, Advanced CAE, & the Proficiency level
CPE. These courses are given to Wahaemployees as part of their on-
job training. The main purpose of this language training is to develop
the companies' employees in English in order to give presentations in
English, to communicate with native speakers in English and to
prepare the employees for university entrance examinations abroadfor
further education & overseas training. Waha oil company is a multi-
national one where all the company transactions and its intra-
correspondence operate in English. Also, the Cambridge curriculum
employed at Waha is used to develop the employees' ability to use
English in an exchange of information, to express ideas about work
and education, social life. Although, there are many learning aims of
the application of this Cambridge curriculum, yet according to the
researcher, the employees' reading skills received some attention in
this Cambridge program employed by Waha. In other words, based on
the reading exam statements of results obtained, the researchers found
that the Libyan employees' proficiency in the reading test has always
been very low comparing with other language skills. This problem,
according to the researcher, might be attributed to the employees'
lack of reading strategy awareness. Thus, this research study will
mainly investigate the awareness of reading strategies among KET,
PET, & FCE learners as to why it is most difficult skill to be learned.

1.2 Rationale of the study

Researchers have begun to recognize the significant role of meta-
cognitive awareness in reading comprehension. For instance,
Alderson, 1984) argues that the importance of reading for second
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Abstract

The purpose of this study was to investigate the degree of awareness of
metacognitive reading strategies of the Libyan Waha Oil Company's employees who
were doing English courses as part of their on-job training in Spring 2018. A total
of 45 employees of three different proficiency groups in KET, PET & FCE
responded to a 21 item questionnaire of reading strategies. The strategies were
classified into 4 categories : planning & evaluation, Directed attention, Support,
and Problem- solving . the findings showed that the three groups reported using the
4 categories of strategies at different frequency levels. The FCE group were found to
use the 4 categories of reading strategies at a high frequency level. The PET & KET
groups were reported using the 4 categories of strategies at a medium frequency
level. Both the relationship between the awareness of reading strategies and the
main effect for learners' proficiency were established across the three groups. The
FCE upper-intermediate group outperformed the PET intermediate group and the
KET pre-intermediate in the overall use of the 4categories of reading strategies.
According to thePET & KET groups, planning & evaluation strategies were found
to be the least often used. Directed attention and Support strategies tended to be the
least often used among the FCE groups. This suggests that the higher their
awareness of reading strategies, the better their reading ability/proficiency was.
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should focus on developing the students’ mastery of vocabulary and
grammar, be creative and innovative to use social media to avoid
students’ boredom. C) language teachers and researchers who carry
out teaching and learning via social media should raise the students’
awareness of the importance of Facebook in learning writing.
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writing and that there is a significant relationship between learners'
use of social media (Facebook) and their writing proficiencybased on
the students writing scores in the experimental group. However,
someEFLstudents were found to have low achievement in three of the
writing components such content, mechanics and organization. This
low achievement in writing can be seen from the data whichshows the
lack of students’ knowledge of content (30.63 < 45.66), mechanics
(42.50 < 60.13), and organization (46.20 < 62.91) in experimental
group, and also content (29.06 < 35.81), mechanics (40.63 < 49.25),
and organization (46.66 < 56.25) in control group pretest score.

It can therefore be inferred that these findings indicate the use of
social media in teaching is always successful and that there is a strong
relationship  between social media and students' writing
achievement.This study is in line with Long Van Nguyen (2010) who
stated that the advantages of using social media in teaching, in deed,
created an enjoyable, entertaining social learning environment which
gives pleasure to the students. Those advantages made the students
more interested in joining the writing class and as a result influenced
their performance positively. Therefore, in conducting future research
or teaching and learning process through the social media it is
recommended for teachers and researchers should bear in mind many
aspects of online learning such internet connection, the novelty of the
social media. Besides, the teacher should pay special attention to the
students’ awareness in using technology. To sum up, based on the
findings, the researcherargues that social media such as Facebook
should be incorporated in English for specific purposes to EFL
students.

6.Conclusion

Based on the results, the researcher found that; A) The use of social
media such Facebook did significantly improve the students’ writing
skill. B) Facebook group did help EFL aviation students in their
writing, especially in the brainstorming process before
writing.C)Students' perceptions on the effectiveness of using
Facebook in teaching writing were found to be positive. Also,based on
the study findings above, the researcher offers some suggestions for
the college language teachers, lecturers, and further researchers as
follows: A). The college should provide adequate internet connection
on the campus that will assist language teachers and students to
conduct e-learning sessions via social media. B). language teachers
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whether they prefer discussing on Facebook group or inside the
classroom.

Table 2 illustrates the cumulative percentage for those who disagree
and agree to the statement.

Table 2. Students’ perceptions of challenges & affective domains of
using Facebook groups for writing

No Item Cumulative Cumulative
Disagree (%) Agree (%)

6 I will start reading materials before 9.5 90.5
sharing them

7 I get distracted by other features of 14.3 85.7
Facebook

8 I get comfortable posting my ideas or 7.1 92.9
opinions

9 | get encouraged when friends “like” my 2.4 97.6

or comments

10 | prefer discussing topics on FB group 452 54.8
instead of classroom.

It can be said from the table above that 90.5% of the studentsagree
that they will read the materials they find before sharing them on FB
group. This is a very positive response and could strengthen the reason
why FB groups should be incorporated by teachers in the teaching of
writing in language classrooms. However, 85.7 of the respondents
agree to that they get distracted by other features of Facebook.
Because of the distractions, students might end up spending more time
on other features and not fully focusing on their actual task on
Facebook group for the purpose of writing.

The cumulative percentages of the students agreeing to item 8 and 9
are significantly higher when compared to item 10. Item 8 shows that
92.9% of the users agree that they get comfortable when posting their
ideas and opinions on Facebook group, and 97.6% get encouraged
when friends like their posts.However, in terms of preference, only
54.8% of the students agree that they prefer discussing issues or topics
on Facebook group instead of a classroom.

5. Discussion

The findings of quantitative data indicated that the use of social
media, such as Facebook can improve students’ achievement in
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No Item Cumu Cumulative
lative Agree (%)
Disag
ree
(%)
1. Brainstorming is helpful to organize my | 11.09 88.1
thoughts before | start writing
2 Reading the other students' comments 16.7 83.3
on the FB group, | learn new
vocabulary
3 Reducing spelling errors through the 09.5 90.5

spell-check feature is helpful for writing

4 Posting Ideas or opinions by my peers 4.8 95.2
helps get a better idea before writing

5 Participating in FB group discussion 11.9 88.1
makes it easier to complete my essays

From Table 1, it indicates that over 88% of respondents generally
agree that the Facebook group helps in their writing process. The data
in this table also provides answers to the research purpose on
assessing the students perceptions on Facebookand whether or not
itcan assist the students writing process. It can be seen that
brainstorming process is helpful to organize their thoughts before they
start writing, and that 83.3 of the students agree that reading other
students' comments will help themlearning new vocabulary in the
group, 90,5 of the students agree that reducing spelling errors through
the spell-check feature can help in their writing process, 95.2 of the
students agree that posting ideas by their peers helps them get a better
idea before writing, and 88.10f the studentsagree that participating in
the Facebook group discussion makes it easier to complete their
essays.

Item 6 and item 7 in table 2were constructed tosee the challenges that
students might face when they participate in Facebook groups for
discussion on writing. The last three close-ended items 7-8-9 in table
of the questionnaire seek investigate what influences the affective
domain of the students in terms of writing. Item 8 investigates whether
or not students get comfortable when posting their ideas or opinions
on Facebook. Item 9 investigates whether the ‘like’ feature on
Facebook will make respondents get encouraged, when friends ‘like’
their comments. The last item (10) is to see their choice of preference,
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1. Brainstorming on FB group is helpful to organize my
thoughts before | start writing.

2. reading the other students' comments on the FB group, |
learn new vocabulary

3. reducing spelling errors through the spell-check feature is
helpful for writing

4. posting ldeas or opinions by my peers helps get a better idea
before writing

5. participating in FB group discussion makes it easier to
complete my essays

Items 1-3 in this section explores some issues of the writing process,
including the organization of ideas, vocabulary building and spelling.
The next two items 4-5 explore if Facebook group provides students
with the content knowledge for writing tasks.
B. Students' Challenges &Affective Domains
6. 1 will start reading materials before sharing them.
7. 1 get distracted by other features of Facebook.
8. | get comfortable posting my ideas or opinions.
9. I get encouraged when friends “like” my or comments.
10. I prefer discussing topics on FB group instead of
classroom.

4.2.2Analysis of the questionnaire

Items 1-5 in Section A of the questionnaire werechosen to explore the
EFL students’ perceptions of Facebook groups in improving writing.
For the purpose of analyzing this instruments, the findings were
recollected into two categories: Cumulative Disagree to refer to the
cumulative data percentage of students’ choice of ‘Strongly Disagree’
and ‘Disagree’ and the other Cumulative Agree to refer to the
cumulative data percentage of ‘Agree’ and ‘Strongly Agree’ as can be
seen in Table 1 below:

Table 1. Students’ perceptions of the Facebook groups in improving
writing
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pretest score. This study provedin the experimental group, the
improvement of each component of the writing skill in the posttest
went upby 20% after introducing the Facebook activity. However, as
for the control group, there was an improvement by only 10 %in the
students’ writing score in the posttest. Therefore, the main scores
between the pretest and posttest for the experimental group did show
a significant improvement of their writing skill. Also, the average
change between pretest and posttest scores for each group indicated
thatintroducing Facebook activities produced a greater change (gain)
to the experimental group than to the control situation.

4.2 Questionnaire

The respondents of this research consisted of 30 students of the
experimental groups completing their bachelor’s degree in Civil
Aviation at the technical college of civil aviation& meteorology). The
students’ perceptions were measured through a questionnaire
comprising 10 close-ended items. Respondents were required to
participate in a Facebook group created by the researcher. Exploring
the students’ perceptions on the effectiveness of Facebook for
teaching writing was the purpose of this instrument. After adding the
students in the Facebook group created for this research called
‘aviation English' ,they were required to participate and to respond to
a 10-item questionnaire distributed after one month of participation in
the on Facebook group already created. Finally, The questionnaire
was administered by the respondents in hard copies.

4.2.1Construction of the Questionnaire

The 10 items in the questionnaire were constructed based on the
purpose of this study. The items in the questionnaire have been
collected in such a way so as to address the 2 controversialissuesin
writing, and these are the process of writing and the challenges and
the affective domain of students.The questionnaire consisted of 10
closed-ended items with a 4-level Likert Scale of ‘Strongly Disagree’,
‘Disagree’, ‘Agree’ and ‘Strongly Agree’.

A. Students' Writing Process
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The table (4) above shows that the students’ writing proficiency in
both of the experimental and control group has improved. In the
experimental group, the test scores of the students tend to spread from
pass to very good category. There were 12 students (37.5%) in the
very good category, 9 students (28.1%) were ingood category, 3
students (9.3%) were in pass category, and 6 students (18.7) were in
weak category, and there were no students in the very weak category.
Unlike the experimental group, the control group students’ scores also
were spread dominantly from pass to very good category and no one
of the students was categorized as excellent. There were 10 students
(31.2%)who were categorized as very good, 7 students (18.7%) were
categorized as good, 9 students (28.1%) were categorized as weak, 4
students (12.5%) were in passcategory, and no students were
categorized as very weak. The mean scores of both groups can be seen
in the table below:

Table 5. The mean score and standard deviation of the students’
writing in pretest and posttest

Experimental Group Control Group
Writing Pretes Postt | Pretest Posttest
Component t est
Mean | Std. Mean | Std. Mean | Std. Mean Std.
Score | Deviatio | Score | Deviat Score | Deviat | Score Deviat
n ion ion ion
Content | 30.63 10.14 | 45.66 80.59 29.06 | 8.56 35.81 16.11
Organiz | 46.20 8.25 62.91 | 8.02 46.66 | 08.59 56.25 9.75
ation 63.13 10.90 | 79.69 7.39 61.35 | 9.75 66.56 | 9.70
Vocabu | 62.91 8.02 76.31 | 8.40 63.13 10.90 70.23 | 9.06
lary 4250 | 15.30 60.13 | 11.23 40.63 16.02 49.25 | 9.75
Langua
ge use
Mechan
ics

Table 5 indicates that there were the differences in the mean scores
and standard deviation in students’ writing achievement. The
distribution scores for experimental and control group in posttest show
the difference from the pretest. The data revealed the lack of students’
knowledge of content (30.63 < 45.66), mechanics (42.50 < 60.13), and
organization (46.20 < 62.91) in experimental group.Likewise, control
students lack the knowledge of content (29.06 <35.81), mechanics
(40.63 <49.25), and organization (46.66 <56.25) in control group
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Category Range of score Experimental Control Group
Group
F % F %

Excellent 85-100
Very good 75-84 0 0 0 0

7 21.9 4 12.5
Good 65-74
Pass 55.64 4 12.5 5 15.6

13 40.6 14 43.8
Weak 45-54 6 25 0 7 28.1
Very Weak 35-44 0 0 0 0
Total 30 100 | 30 100

Table 3 shows that most of the students’ writing skill in both
experimental and control group were categorized as pass at the
beginning where 6 students (25.0%) in experimental and 7 students
(28.1%) in control group were in the weak category, and no one of
both groups was in the very poor category. 13 student (40.6%) in
experimental and 14 students (43.8%) in control group were in pass
category, 4 students (12.5%) in experimental group and 5 students
(15.6%) in the good category, 7 students (21.9%) in experimental and
4 students (12.5%) in control group were in the very good category.
The result on the table shows that most of the students have the same
level of writing skill as pass or average before applying the social
media for both experimental and control group.

However, after the Facebook activity, the posttest scores for the
experimental and control groups can be seen in the table 4below:
Table 4. The frequency and percentage of the students’ writing skill in
posttest

Category Range of Experimental Control
score Group Group
F % F %

Excellent 85-100 0 0 0 0
Very good 75-84 12 375 10 31.2
Good 65-74 9 28.1 7 18.7
Pass 55-64 3 9.3 4 125
Weak 45-54 6 187 9 28.1
Very weak 35-44 0 0 0 0
Total 30 100 30 100
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3. Revising. The students are asked to check the rough draft. They
have to fix their writing before they hand in their assignments. Before
handing in their writing papers to the researcher, the students have the
opportunity to give comments to their friends’ writing. In this stage,
the students are supposed to give a score and comment on their peers.
4. Editing. In this stage, the students can edit their writing depend on
their friends suggestions and corrections given in their writing
materials about the content, organization, vocabulary, language use,
and mechanics in their writing.
3.3.3 Posttest
After introducing Facebook activities, the posttest was given to the
EFL students (control group + experimental group who were given the
same test in the pretest in order to find out the students’ writing
improvement. The procedures are: 1)the researcher gave both groups
the same posttest after doing the Facebook activityin order to find out
the students’ writing test scores, 2) The researcher directly rated the
students’ test scores, and 3) the researcheranalyzed the databy looking
at thetest scoreson thepretestandposttestand thencompared the
resultsby usingsome statistical analyses.
4.The Findings
4.1.Pretest
Based on the quantitative data which were gained from
experimentation between experimental group using ( writing course
book and using Facebook) and control group (using onlywriting
course book), and also the data from questionnaire can be described as
follows:
4.1.1 Improvement of Students” Writing Skill through Facebook
The data on the frequency and percentage of the students’ writing skill
through Facebook in pre-test can be seen in the following tables.
Table 3. The frequency and percentage of the students’ writing skill in
pretest
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The procedures of using Facebook activitieswere conducted in
8sessions only for the experimental group. Each session lasted for two
hours divided into 60 minutes for theories and practice by the peers,
and 60 minutes for practicing via Facebook for the experimental group
only. The procedures wereonly conductedby the experimental group
as follows: 1) The researcher introduced the Facebook activity to the
experimental students and told them how to sign in to the application
group; 2) The researchershowed students how to sign into the
application, and 3) The researcher explained how to create and sign
into the group chat. Furthermore, prior the Facebook activity sessions,
the researcher conducted some procedures with the experimental
group studentswhich were as follows: 1) The researcher introduced
the writing material that will be learned by the students 2) The
researcher gave students the motivation before the learning process in
each meeting; 3) The researcher explainedto the students each topic of
writing; 4) The researcher distributed the writing materials to the
students; 5) the researcher asked students to writea descriptive text
about a given topic; 6) The researcher gave students the opportunities
to comment on their peers' writing, and 7) The researchercollected the
students papers and corrected the students’ mistakes in writing.8) the
researcher gave students feedback on their writing. 9) the researcher
created a Facebook group called (Aviation English)to provide students
a space where they were in control of the content and the direction of
the learning materials. 10) the researcher and students started the
Facebook activity sessions on Facebook.
(Writing materials)

Unlike experimental group, the control group students were only
taught the writing course book. Besides the teaching materials used
by the control students inside the classroom, the researcher explained
that the writing process should include the following stages. These are
pre-writing, drafting, revising, and editing as follows:

1. Pre-writing. In this activity, the teachers ask the students to write
recount text. The students have to collect the information in order to
make them easy to write. Then they write the ideas that are related to
a given topic in the teaching material given by the teacher.

2. Drafting. The students are asked to write their ideas that they have
got in the previous stage. The students may not worry about the
grammatical form, In this stage, they just write rough draft that can be
developed in the next stage.
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language learning in English. Their findings revealed that, in terms of
affective factors, students’ confidence, motivation and attitudes
improved significantly when using Facebook.

3. Methodology

3.1 Participants

The participants of the study were the sixth-semester students of air
traffic control department in academic year 2018. It had two classes
with the number of the population were 60 students. Since the number
of population was large, the researcher used simple random sampling
technique. Thus, one class was randomly assigned as the experimental
group and wasgiven Facebook activity sessions, and theother class
was assigned randomly for the control group using onlywriting course
book in hard copies. The number of sample for every group was 30
students. So, the total number of the participants in this research was
60 students.

3.2 The Instrument of the Research

This research employedtwodata collection tools based on the research
purpose investigated; they were writing test (pretest, posttest), and
questionnaire. The writing test which was given to the two groups
(control group & experimental group) to investigate the relationship
between the students writing test scores and social media (Facebook).
The students’ writing tests were evaluated in terms of content,
organization, vocabulary, language use and mechanics. The researcher
also used aquestionnaire which was only given to the targeted
experimental groupto obtain some data on the students’ perceptionson
the effectiveness of usingFacebook.

3.3 Procedures

3.3.1 Pretest

In the first meeting session, the researcheradministereda pre-testto
both control & experimental group in order to know the students’
writing skill and to find out their scores prior the Facebook activity
sessions. The pretest proceeded for 1 hours and 30 minutes as in the
following steps: 1) The researcher then distributed a test and asked the
students to write a descriptive text related to a given topic, 2) The
researchermarkedthe students’ writing tests, and 3) The researcher
directly compared the writing test scores between the two groups to
see if there were some differences in the students' writing test scores.
3.3.2 Procedure

(Facebook activity).
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Another study by Simpson (2012) assessed the effectiveness of using
Facebook as an ESL instruction method in South Korea indicated
thatFacebook is similar to other modern tools of language instruction
in that instructors must familiarize themselves with the program in
order to be able to employ it correctly. As Yu (2013) maintained that
as social networking sites become popular, they provide great
opportunities for language learners to practice their target language.
Very few studies focused on the integration of Facebook into an EFL
college students especially in the ESP writing context.

2.3Facebook and Writing

Some studies have revealed that language learners are engaged in a
good deal of writing even in this era of ICT such as in Twitter, yahoo
text messages and, of course, Facebook. Also , students approve of
these types of informal writing as communication and do not seem
interested inthe writing tasks that are given inside classrooms. Inside
classrooms, students are still unable to see the connection between the
writing learned in the classroom and the meaningful communicative
use outside in the real life. Yancey, K. (2009) believes that Facebook,
and specifically Facebook groups, have the opportunity to enhance
students’ writing skills by being the link between academic writing in
formal classroom and outside communication outside in the real life.
Facebook groupcreates a space where comments are posted and
shared among all other peers, to be subject to interactive and reactive
feedback in a form of criticism or praise. This, in turn,creates a
meaningful learning environment when the members of Facebook
group have the potential to generate ideas that are shared by,
commented upon through the feedback given by peers.

Facebook groups provide a wide range of opportunities for students to
practice and improve their writing skills. Some studies indicated that
students feel sometimes that they have to respond to their peers’
comments or opinions posted, thus are actively posting and
commenting on the application. They make use of every chance to
practice their writing skills. Students also discover new sentence or
writing structures by reading the comments and posts from their peers.
These studies have revealed that writing skills are very much
emphasized in the Facebook group participation and thus has a high
potential of enhancing and improving students’ writing skills. A study
by Kabilan et al (2010) investigated if Facebook can be a useful and
meaningful learning environment and if that it could enhance
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which allows the writer/author to express thoughts and ideas and make
them visible and concrete.

Jacob et al(1981) point out that there are five components in writing.
They are content, organization, vocabulary, language use and
mechanics.Content is unity. This means that every sentence
contributes to one principle, and one unifying thought. Organization in
writing concerned with coherence, order or importance, general to
specific, specific to general, chronological order and spatial pattern.
Vocabularyis one of the requirements of good writing as it depends on
the effective use of words. Language usein writing involves the
correct usage of grammar with reference to grammaticality and
accuracy. Mechanicsincludes the capitalization, punctuation, and
spelling. mechanics is very important since it leads the reader to
understand or recognize immediately what the author means when he
moves from one idea to another.

O’Malley & Pierce (1996) pointed out that the writing assessment
should assess not only the mechanical aspects of writing and grammar
but also to evaluate all other components too in order to determine
some of the processes involved in writing. They also added that the
writing process consists of three stages , that is pre-writing, drafting
and post-writing.

Some previous research studies on the use of social media in writing
indicated that those media will motivate and help the students to be
successful in learning. For instance, a study by Solomon (2011) on
SMS texting and its potential impacts on students’ written
communication skills showed that SMS text messaging function could
develop the tendency among students to adopt non-standard uses and
contracted forms of English words in their class work, examinations
and research reports especially in an academic environment.

Lajuan& Roger(2011) carried out a research study entitled the use of
social networking tool Twitter to improve college students’ business
writing skills. This study found that the students’ writing skill can be
improved by use of the social media tool, Twitter.

Ru-Chu (2013) also conducteda research study on the effect of using
Facebook to assist English for business communication course
instruction. The findings of this study indicated that incorporating
Facebook in the English for SpecificPurposes (ESP) course can
effectively assist college students in learning business communication
English.
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internet-based tool that allows people to create, share, or exchange
information, ideas, images, and videos in virtual communication and
networking (Kaplan & Michael, 2010). Furthermore, social media
depends on mobile and web-based technologies to create highly
interactive platform through which individuals and communities post
share, create, discuss, and modify users' comments. Social media,
according to Murthy&Dhiraj, (2013),have been broadly defined to
refer to ‘the much relatively inexpensive and widely accessible
electronic tools that enable anyone to publish and access information,
collaborate on a common effort, or build relationships. Social media
have been perceived by language teachers as an alternative approach
for EFL teaching and writing. Therefore, it can be said that online
learning refers to the learning environment that utilizes internet
technology to enable a virtual learning session. Warnock (2009) stated
that the first reason to teach writing online is that the environment can
be purely textual. Students will have a rich, guided learning
environment where they can express themselves to the outside
audience with their written comments and posts.

Moreover, Melor (2007) pointed out that social interaction
technologies have great benefits for lifelong education environments.
The social interaction can help enhancing the skills such as the ability
to search, to evaluate, to interact meaningfully with tools, and so
on.Hence, social networking media like Facebook can be used as the
platform to teach ESL writing and to strengthen relationships among
teachers and between teachers and students.

2.2Writing&social media

Writing means to create a letter from a spoken sound or reproduce a
written textfrom a spoken message into written language. It involves
some stages and processes for the writer to go through to organize,
formulate and develop ideas on the paper so that readers can
understand the writers’ sent message. In addition,Imeldi, (2001)
stresses that the writing skill requires accuracy and proper grammar,
spelling, punctuation, capitalization, and vocabulary.

Khroma (1988) adds that writing is a seriesof activities in which the
author expresses some ideas in his mind and then into a paper moving
from one word to another to become a sentence, a sentence to
paragraph and from paragraph to an essay. Similarly, on the same
statement, Ghaith (2002) explained that writing is a complete process
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However, based on the information of the final examination
resultsobtained from the study & exam department of the ESP
students in the technical college of civil aviation and meteorology in
Libya for the academic years (2016-2017-2018) on writing courses,
the mean scores of students’ achievement were in the average of good
category around (65-68%) that can be seen in table2 below:

Table 2. The students’ writing achievement on final examinations of
air traffic control department

No Semester Mean Score
No academic year 2016 | 2017 2018
1 2nd Semester 65.34 66.07 64.12
2 4th Semester 68.01 64.33 66.38
3 6th Semester | 67.03 69.05 68.08

Air traffic control Department, 2018.

The data shows that the mean scores of students’ achievement in
writing which were in the average category of good and there was no
significant improvement in their academicsemesters during
theseyears. This could be attributed to fact that language instructors
who teach writing might have usedsome traditional aviation writing
books which are beyond the students' level of competence to
understand and write a well written text.

Some research studies indicated that the use of the internet and social
media are effective to increase the students’ achievement such in
listening, speaking, writing and (Kaplan & Michael, 2010)
&Aichner& Jacob, 2015). However, those studies have not
yetinvestigated in depth the implementation of social media for
teaching writing, especially in the ESP Arab context. Therefore, the
researcher intends to conduct a research on “The role of social media
Facebook in teaching writing” to ESP aviation students at the
technical college of civil aviation&meteorology.

The results of this study will hopefully addsome theoretical insights to
the current literature review on Information and communication
Technology (ICT) in language teaching and learning especially the
use of social media (Facebook) in the teaching and learning of writing.
2.Literature review

2.1 Social Media

Social media is defined as a set of Internet-computer programs that
allow the user to the create and exchangea generated content. It is an
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acquire knowledge and learning through the internet (Kaplan&
Michael, 2010 ; Aichner& Jacob, 2015)
Today, the number of internet users in Libyawent up t03,800,000
users in 2018,which is equivalent to 58.7 % percent of the Libyan
population who use social media. The total population is 6.470,956 in
January 2018.That is more than half of the country population are
internet users; and approximately 3.500.000 are Facebook subscribers
in January 2018. And the internet growth between 2000 and 2017 was
37,900 %.They get access to the internet via a mobile devices & other
computer mediated programsaccording to (internet world stats;
internet users statistics for Africa, December 13, 2017). The Libyan
internet users between 2000 and 2018 can be seen in table 1 below.
Table 1. The number of the Libyan internet users and Facebook
subscribers

(Libya Internet Usage, 2018 Population Stats and Facebook Subscribers)

Libya 2018 POPULATION AND INTERNET USERS STATISTICS

Pooulation Internet Internet Penetration Internet Facebook
Libya (20p18 Est) Users Users (% Population) Growth % subscribers
: 31-Dec-2000 | 31-Dec-2017 P 2000 - 2017 | 31-Dec-2017
Libya 6,470,956 10,000 3,800,000 58.7 % 37,900 % 3,500,000

NOTES: (1) Africa Internet Statistics were updated in December 31, 2017. (2) Africa Facebook subscribers
are estimated in December 31, 2017.

The growth in the number of internet users in Libya reached 37, 900
percent (per year) to 3,500,000 million users in 2017. It is based on
data provided by the internet world stats. Overall, the internet
penetration in Libya at the end of 2017 was about 58.7 %of the total
population of the country citizens. TheLibyan internet users were
estimated at 10,000 at the end of 2000 and 3,800,000 million by
2018according to the internet world stats report.

The most popular social media used by internet users in Libya is
Facebook; it is on the top list amongst other social media such as
Twitter, and wechat, whatsappand/or viber. As we all know that social
media have made big changes in the way people live, work interact
and acquire knowledge and learning in the world. Yet, the use of
social media in the field of education and training has seen less
improvementin the Libyan ministry of education, and teachers as an
important language teaching technology in schools and universities.
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Abstract
Social media has been given almost no or less attention in teaching writing for Arab
learners of English in the light of educational technology. Thus, this research aimed
at investigating; the role of social media (Facebook) in improving students’ writing
skill; the relationship between learners' use of social media and their writing
proficiency, and the EFL students’ perceptions on the effectiveness of Facebook.
This study employed experimental design. Participants were two classes at the
technical college of civil aviation & meteorology. Writing test and a questionnaire
were used for data collection. The findings indicated the use of social media did
significantly improve the students’ writing skill. This study suggested that the
students’ writing skill can be improved by use of the social media, i.e. (Facebook)
Keywords: Social media, Facebook, ESP, EFL , Aviation.

1. Introduction

1.1 Background

Social media are computer-assisted programs that allow people to
communicate, post comments, share ideas, exchange ideas, and share
images or videosfrom the real world communitiesvia the internet.
Social media is also a communication channel mediated through the
internet dedicated to interact, share content, and collaboration-based
society. It has become of a great value in people’s lives as a social
network and has changed the way peopleinteract, live, work, and
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participant’s use cosmetics and personal care products during
pregnancy and do not know that these products contain substances that
are risk factors for BD. In the current study the results opposite to be
the study (Marie et al., 2016) where that 55% women change
cosmetics during pregnancy. Most of the participant’s do not know
Dibutyl Phthalate (DBP) compound, which is present in cosmetics,
which is a risk factor of BD. This is shown by the study of (Banzal et
al., 2017).

The outcome of this study is limited by the questionnaire employed
to determine the participant’s metric outcome of their knowledge on
BD.

Conclusion:

Within the limitation of this study. However, it is concluded that the
sampled participants generally possess moderate knowledge on the
drugs and the risk factors about BD. Also, they had low knowledge on
the cosmetics and personal care products and their contents, which are
risk factors of BD.

This study thus suggests a need for more awareness campaign about
pregnancy and BD among Nalut pregnant women during antenatal
visits and other relevant public health campaigns by correcting
traditional beliefs by correcting traditional and perception regarding
the defects.
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Table 5 Spearman’s rank correlation coefficient showing
relationship between participant’s knowledge about BD and their
socio-demographics

N = P-

Socio-demographic 500 r value
Knowledge on drugs
Age 500 -0.02 0.58
Education level 500 0.08 0.06
Occupation 500 0.02 0.09
Knowledge on cosmetics and personal care products N r P-

value
Age 500 0.06 0.14
Education level 500 -0.02 0.60
Occupation 500 -0.01 0.41
Discussion

The focus of this study was to determine the level of knowledge of
Nalut pregnant women on BD. Majority of the participant’s (59.4%)
were within the age of 21-40 years, which is the usual child bearing
for most Nalut women. Most of the participant’s (67.4%) attained
either secondary education level. Although, most secondary education
completed, there no relationship between the level of education and
knowledge about drugs, cosmetics and personal care products with
their effects on BD. Most of the participant’s (58.4%) working as
teachers. The outcome of this study indicated that participant’s
knowledge on the drugs which includes medication that recommends
during pregnancy had moderate knowledge. Most of the participant’s
had knowledge about the importance of folic acid and dietary
supplementation during pregnancy, which that found in the study (
AL-Holy et al .,2013). Also, 368(73.6%) of the participant’s had low
knowledge of the drugs that are administered without a prescription
are dangerous and cause BD of fetus. While 410(82%) said they were
in compliance with the length of treatment prescribed by the doctor.
Most of the participants have no knowledge of the drugs that prevent
ingested during pregnancy and having effect on the fetal BD, which
include blood pressure medications and diabetes. Patients with these
diseases must change the type of medication during pregnancy, as
390(78%) they have low knowledge of the medication that should not
taken during pregnancy. This study was in agreement with the study
conducted by (Mohammed et al, 2013). 266(53.2%) of the
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chemicals compounds in cosmetics and N (%) agree know
personal care products N (%) N (%)
Triclocarban 92(18.4) 51(10.2) 357(71.4)
Formaldehyde & Phthalate 98(19.6) 52(10.4)  350(70)
Dibutyl Phthalate (DBP) 91(18.2) 43(8.6) 366(73.2)

Participant’s cumulative score on knowledge about effects of
cosmetics and drugs during pregnancy are presented in Table4. Most
participant’s, 250 (50%) had moderate scores on knowledge on the
drugs while 260(52.03%) had low scores on their knowledge with the
chemicals in cosmetics and personal care products.

Enrollment in local colleges, 2005
Table 4 participant’s cumulative scores on their level of
knowledge about risk factors of cosmetics and drug on BD

Variable N %

Participant’s knowledge on drugs

High 182 36.3

Moderate 250 50

Low 68 13.7

Participation knowledge on the chemicals in cosmetics and N %

personal care products

High 157 31.3

Moderate 16.4
83

Low 260 52.3

Relationship between participant’s level of categorical knowledge
about drugs, cosmetics and their socio-demographic characteristics are
presented in Table 5. There were no significant relationships between
the specific knowledge of the participant’s and their ages, (r= -0.02;
p=0.58), educational level (r= 0.08; p= 0.06), and the occupation of
the mothers (r= 0.02; p= 0.09). Similarly, the participant’s knowledge
on the cosmetics and personal care products was no significantly
related with their socio-demographic characteristics.
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diabetes medication that cannot be taken during pregnancy which are
considered risk factors for BD.
Table 2 Participants knowledge on drugs

Idon’t
Yes No know
Item N (%) N (%) N (%)

Will folic acid and dietary supplements 39(7.8) 345(69) 116(23.2)
protect your child from BD?

Will drugs that are administered without 36(7.2) 368(73.6) 96(19.2)
prescription are dangerous and cause BD

of fetus?

Do you commit to treatment as prescribed 410(82) 37(7.4) 53(10.6)

by your doctor?

Do you stop treatment yourself if you 250(50) 243(48.6) 7(1.4)

don’t find any improvement?

Knowledge on drugs that prevent their Yes No N I don’t

use during pregnancy N (%) (%) know
N (%)

Chloramphenicol & Tetracyclin 89(17.8) 56(11.2) 355(71)

Warfarine 78(15.6) 44(8.8) 378(75.6)

Reserpin , Nitroprusside, Diazoxid & 65(13) 45(9) 390(78)

Captopril

Metformin & Sulfonylurea 67(13.4) 74(14.8)  359(71.8)

Jusprin & Profen 165(33) 145(29) 190(38)

Participant’s knowledge about the chemicals in cosmetics and
personal care products are presented in Table 3. The results indicated
that 246(49.2%) they said they were using of cosmetics and personal
care products safe during pregnancy and 246(49.2%) they said
Aromatherapy inhaled by pregnant women such as paint and perfume
can be harmful to the fetus. Also, 375 (71.4%) they said did not know
chemicals compounds in cosmetics.

Table 3 participant’s knowledge about the chemicals products

Not I don’t
Agree agree know
Items N (%) N (%) N (%)

Use of cosmetic and personal care products 266(53.2)  89(17.8)  145(29)
are safe during pregnancy

Preservative in cosmetics and personal care  149(29.8)  156(31.2) 195(39)
products are harmful to the fetus

Aromatherapy inhaled by pregnant women  246(49.2)  106(21.2) 148(29.6)
such as paint and perfume can be harmful to

the fetus
Knowledge of participant’s about Agree Not I don’t
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Data analysis

Data has been analyzed with SPSS version 22.0 and variables were
presented using percentages, spearman’s rank correlation coefficient
was used to measure the relationship between level of knowledge of
the participants and their age, educational level , and occupation .The
level of significance was set at p <0.05.

Results

Socio-demographic characteristics of the participants

(500) five hundred participants were involved in this study with
majority 222(44.4%) found in age range 31 years to 40 years.
Approximately, 377 (67.4%) had completed tertiary school. While 13
(2.6 %) of the participants had no formal education. 29(5.8%) of the
participants were reported to have a child with BD (Table 1).
Participant’s Knowledge on the drugs was assessed and the results are
presented in Table 2. About 345(69%) of the participants indicated
that folic acid and dietary supplements protect the child from BD.
While 410 (82%) were aware that commit’ to treatment as prescribed
by their doctor. In addition 368(73%) indicated that drugs that are
administered without prescription are dangerous and cause BD of

fetus that are commonly associated with BD.
Table 1 Socio- demographic characteristics of the participants

characteristics N (n=500) %
Age (Years)
21-30 75 15
31-40 222 44.4
41-50 203 40.6
Education level
Primary 135 27
secondary 337 67.4
tertiary 15 3
none 13 2.6
occupation
House wife 79 15.8
Teacher 292 58.4
Health officer 39 7.8
Employee in another field 90 18
Child with BD 29 5.8

Participant’s knowledge on drugs that prevent their use during
pregnancy is presented in Table 2. The results showed 390(78%) of
the participant’s don’t know blood pressure medication, which cannot
be taken during pregnancy. Also, 359(71.8%) were don’t know
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used as preservatives in cosmetics and personal care products and are
used as antibacterial agents in soaps and tooth pastes. It has been
shown that (95%) of women are exposed to these substances during
pregnancy time (Jain. 2016), About (55%) women change the
cosmetics they use during pregnancy. while (65%) be advised by their
doctors to change the products they use in a study to determine the
proportion of pregnant women using cosmetics during pregnancy
(Marie et al .,2016) , There is an significantly relationship between
compounds Dibutal Phthalte and low birth weight when the pregnant
women are exposed to these substances (Sathyanararyana et al., 2008)
, Adequate knowledge about effects of drugs and cosmetics on the
fetus among pregnant women could result in early detection and
prompt consultation with the relevant health care professionals by
nursing mothers and the care givers. The aim of this study was
therefore to determine the level of knowledge about BD among citizen
women of Naught attending antenatal clinics at central Nalut Hospital
through consideration of their socio-demographic profile.

Methods

Participants

Participants were recruited at the antenatal units of central Nalut
hospital selected serve as referral centers of all obstetrics and
gynecology cases in the Nalut. The sampled pregnant women
attending the antenatal clinics were from towns within the region.
Instruments for data collection

A structured researcher-administered questionnaire was designed by
the researchers to collect data in this study. It comprised three
sections: section A sourced basic socio-demographic information of
the participants such age, education level, and occupation of mother.
Section B comprised information about effect of drugs. This consisted
10 items. The parts tested participants their knowledge on the risk
factors and prevention of drugs and chemicals on the fetus, and
section C comprised information about the chemicals in cosmetics and
personal care products which consisted 6 items. The items in the parts
contains closed ended questions such as “agree” , “ not agree “, “I
don’t know” and “Yes” , “No” . The questionnaires designed to cover
information on effect of drugs and chemicals in the cosmetics on the
BD.
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between the knowledge of BD among the participants and their socio-demographic profile.
Alpha level was set at p<0.05.

Results: A greater proportion of the participant, 222(44.4%) found in age range 36 years to
45 years, and 377(67.4%) attained tertiary level of education. Majority of the participants,
250(50%) had moderate knowledge on the drugs while 260 (52.03%) had low overall
knowledge about the chemicals. The age, level of education and occupation of the
participants were no significantly correlated (P>0.05) with their knowledge on BD.
Conclusions: participants generally had moderate knowledge about BD. However, this had
no bearing on their socio-demographic profile. The knowledge base about BD seems to be
influenced by traditional belief of the participant; this finding should therefore serve as a guide
for health care providers while planning awareness campaign about BD.

Key words: Birth defects, Knowledge, Pregnant women, Central hospital Nalut-Libya..

Background

Pregnant women are exposed to several compounds that are widely
produced and abundant in our environment. The world health
organization (WHO) defined Birth Defects as structural or functional
abnormalities that are commonly seen at birth (Bello et.al 2013) ,
About 8% of pregnant women need permanent treatment due to
chronic diseases such as diabetes, epilepsy , depression and
thrombosis (Banhidy et al .,2005), A cross — sectional study at the
Ethiopian Hospital used to assess the mother’s awareness of the risk
of drugs to the fetus, Where women 55.2% use drugs without
prescription  during pregnancy and 40.1% users of painkillers (
Mohammed et al ., 2013 ), In Saudi Arabia , a study of 300 women of
child bearing age found that 91% of the sample know folic acid and
84% of the women Said that folic acid should be taken during
pregnancy and before(Al-holy et al., 2013), The pregnant woman
exposed to the chemicals used in her daily life can enter her blood
stream and then cross the placenta to reach the fetus and cause it many
of the damage. Lead in the paint and some types of lipstick can cause
damage to the brain of the fetus and disorders of the nervous system,
difficulties in learning and hyperactivity. Also, referred to
formaldehyde found as preservative in cosmetics and personal care
products have a toxic effect on immunity in children and reduce
weight in the fetus. Also, it found that phthalate used in many
perfumes and cleaning products cause abnormalities in the penis and
urethra in male fetuses (Banzal et al., 2017),compound Triclocarban
anti-bacterial, which is added mainly for soap, and Propyl Paraben
which is added to cosmetics contribute to reducing the fatal body
length at birth ( Philippat et al., 2014) , Parabens and Bisphenol are
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Abstract
Background: Negative effects of drugs and cosmetics on the Birth Defects (BD) are
significant but under-recognized cause of mortality and disability among infants and children
under five years of age. In adequate knowledge about the defects among prospective
mothers could result in delayed intervention. The study determined the knowledge of BD
among pregnant women in relation to their socio-demographic profile.
Method: (500) five hundred mothers gave their consent to participant in this study. A
researcher-administered questionnaire was used to obtain information on socio-demographic
characteristics from the participants and their knowledge about BD. The questionnaire divided
in to three paragraphs: The first paragraph was on the socio-demographic characteristics of
the participants. The second paragraph was on the effects of drugs on BD and the third one

was about the chemicals in cosmetics and personal care products. Data were analyzed using
percentages while spearman’s rank correlation was used to determine the relationship
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He is romantic. He thinks that he deserves Portia by virtue of his high
birth, wealth and grace. He is boastful and has a legal pride. He is a
fatalist.

He dislikes the lead the casket because it is not attractive .He
hates the silver caskets because he deserves more. He likes the
inscription on the golden casket which says, “He who choose me will
choose what my men desire.” True to his character temperament he
chooses the golden casket. He is attracted by the out ward show. But
to his surprise he finds the picture of a devil in it. So he fails in
choosing the right casket due to the defects in his character.

Conclusion
We may conclude that Shakespeare's female and male characters in
The Merchant of Venice are more remarkable. Each of them male or
female characters of this play are practical, impatient of mere words,
clear-sighted as to ends and means. Portia, for example, grips our
attention through the play. She dominates the whole scene. Her
intellectual powers, her elevated sense of religion, her high honorable
principles, and her best feelings as a woman are all displayed her. In
Portia Shakespeare seems to have aimed at a perfect scheme of an
amiable, intelligent and accomplished woman.
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Bossanio is a man of cheerful nature. When he meets Salarino, he
says,

“Good signior both when shall we laugh,”

In Act Il he ask his friends to be as merry as they can as they are
going to enjoy themselves at a supper he has arranged in honor of his
departure for Belmont. He is fond merry making.

The Prince of Morocco

The Prince of Morocco is one of the comic suitors for Portia’s hand.
He is Moorish, revealed in the play as a passionate, sincere and
intense lover, a bombastic speaker, a poetic thinker and an arrogant
aristocrat. He has a good deal of classical culture. He is an
adventurous warrior, who is proud of his achievements in arms. As he
says:

Bring me the fairest creature northward born,

Where Phoebus fire scare thaws the insides,

And let us make incision for your love,

To prove whose blood reddest, his or mine,
The vanity of the prince of Morocco is further betrayed in his
comments upon the inscription of the caskets when he goes to try his
luck. He says while examing the motto on the leaden casket:

A golden mind stoops not to shows of dress;
I shall then nor give nor hazard aught for lead’

He feels proud of his high birth. His mind is golden and he will not
stoop to things which ordinary men like to do. His thoughts, speeches,
deeds and behavior, reveal himself as a favorable specimen of an
Eastern prince in love. He is a prince of barbarian race who has never
known equals. He considered himself” half-divine” and made of a
different clay from the rest of mankind .He is an arrogant braggart
who boasts up his feast in the field of war and love. He appeals to
Portia not hate him for his black color .He has defeated the bravest
heart in Persia and Turkey. He has slain of Shah of Persia. In order to
win her love he is prepared to challenge the Northern suitors. His
blood is redder and warmer in spite f his black complexion. He will
dare fight with the wild beasts to win her love. He has no moral rival.
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And she is faire, and fairer that world
Of wondrous virtues, sometimes from her eyes

He grows poetic in his praise for her, When he goes to make the
choice of the casket he is excited and inspired like a lover. He feels
overjoyed when he selects the right casket. A fortune hunter is not
expected to behave in a fashion. He woos her us of pure and genuine
love. Money is not his main concern. He undertakes journey to
Belmont in a spirit of romantic adventure. His coming into contact
with Portia changes him completely and has a purifying effect upon
him. It is wrong to say that he wants marry Portia for her health. He
woos and marries her for love, her beauty and worth. .During the
choice of the casket he is attracted more by love than by greed .He has
a poetic temperament. In his description of Portia’s show, he is
reminded of Brutus’s Portia and compares her sunny looks to the
golden fleece of ancient mythology.

He is a popular figure in the whole of Venice .He is respected by
senior like Antonio and Juniors like Gratiano and Lorenzo. Gratiano
insists upon accompanying him to Belmont .Launcerlot leaves
Shylock to take up jobs

with him. Salanio and Salarino have a deep regard for him. He is
addressed as “My Lord Bassanio.” He is a model of a gentleman in
whose character and behavior those qualities of sympathy, directness
and courage are combined.

Bassanio has personal charm and solid qualities. Portia falls in love
with and prefers him to all suitors. When he goes to choose the casket
she waits in suspense and anxiety .when he wins her she confers upon
him her love tenderness and property. He is loved by Antonio though
he has already wasted a big part of his wealth.

Bassanio is shrewd and enterprising. While choosing casket at
Belmont he is not guided by outward show. His pride is the pride of a
soldier who is attracted by threatening look of the leaden casket. He
has depth, insight, and mature judgment. He tells her frankly that he is
not only penniless but also owes money to others. He frankly tells
Antonio his motive to marry Portia, the lady of Belmont. This requires
moral courage.
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Bssanio

Bassanio is one of the major characters of The Merchant of
Venice. At the outset he does not create a favorable impression upon
our mind. . He is a different man at Belmont, different in the trial
scene and different in the fifth Act. His character is reflected in the
words and actions of the people around him. He has a handsome
personality. He belongs to the superior social status. He is “Lord
Bassanio” to everybody. He is Antonio’s sincere friend and Portia’s
lover. He is a gallant ardent and a perfect gentleman. Nerissa rightly
describes him as a scholar and soldier worthy of praise. “He is a good
natured, well-intentioned gentleman who has plenty of friends and no
enemy. His love for and friendship with Antonio is supreme and
sincere.

In Act Il scene Il, Bassanio turns pale on receiving a letter that
Antonio’s merchant ship has been sunk. His soul is troubled with
anxiety for Antonio’s life. In the trial scene he feels painted to think
that Antonio’s present misfortune is due to him. He is ready to
sacrifice everything, his own life and even his dearest wife to save
Antonio. Nothing is more precious to him than Antonio’s life.

I am married to a wife
Which is as dear to me as life itself?
But life itself, my wife, and all the world
Are not with me esteemed above thy life:
I would lose all, ay, sacrifice them all
Here to this devil, to deliver you
He warns him not to sign such a risky bond with Shylock.
Immediately after marriage Bassanio starts from Belmont with money
enough to pay to Shylock in the court. His love for Antonio is so
genuine that he forgets his wife Portia. On Antonio’s request Bassanio
part with the ring against his conscience and Portia’s instructions. He
pays generous tributes to Antonio before his wife. His readiness to pay
ten times money. His appeal to the judge to wrest to law a little to do a
great right proceeds from the sincerity of his love for Antonio. He
loves Portia sincerely.

On the first occasion he praises her to Antonio.
In Belmont is a lady richly left:
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Antonio is remarkable for his philosophic calm. Even when he is face
to face with danger, disaster or death he shows the noblest kind of
resignation. In the trial scene he says to Bassanio not to request
Shylock any more He wants to die with calm dignity. Speaking to
Bassanio he says:

Give your hand , Bassanio: fare you well!
Give not that | am fallen to this for you:

He always remains calm and quit. He prepares himself calmly for the
end. This attitude of fatalism is due to his goodness. He asks Bassanio
never to feel that he is the cause of death. Even in the face of misery
or misfortune he does not lose heart or blame anyone.

Though Shylock dominates the stage yet the play is concerned
with fate and future of Antonio. Though individually he is not as
important as Shylock is yet dramatically he is very important .It is
against him that Shylock nurses grudge .Bassanio brings about a
complication in his life and Portia by her wisdom saves him from the
cruel hands of Shylock. He is melancholy by temper and nature.
Antonio is not worldly wise. Had he been so, he would not have
accepted and signed the bond. There is a touch of idealism about him.,
As he himself is good he does not expect evil from others. He
therefore cannot see through the evils motives of Shylock to induce
him to sign the bond in a merry sport.

However, he is a weak, sentimental, melancholy and passive.
Shylock, thus desires his aspect of Antonio’s character:

He hates our sacred nation, and he rails,
Even there where merchants most to do congregate
On my , bargains and my well-won thrift

Which he calls interest.

1:Wright, Courtni Crump. The Women of Shakespeare’s Plays: Analysis of the Role of the
Women in Selected Plays with plot Synopses and Selected One Act Plays.Lanham, CT: UP of
America, 1993.

2:http://www.articlemyriad.com/character-analysis-shylock-merchant-venice.
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Antonio is the embodiment of friendship. His love for and
friendship with Bassanio is superb. He loves Bassanio more than his
life, as he says

My purse, my person, my extremist means,
Lie all unlocked to your occasions..

When Bassano leaves for Belmont, Antonio bids him farewell with
tears in his eyes. . There is a depth and sincerity in his love for him
His love, person and purse is always at the disposal of Bassano.
When he feels that his death is near he wants to be by his side. He is
ever ready to help him without any consideration or motive.

He is known for his generosity and kindness. He lends money
to the people free of interest. He is ever ready to do anything and
everything to help others. Shylock main’s grievances against him are
that he lends money free of interest. He is liberal, open-hearted and
untiring in his acts of kindness as is clear from the unconditional help
he gives to Bassanio.

Good behavior is Antonio’s main feature. He is ignorant of
meanness and cruelty. His harsh treatment of Shylock proceeds from
his self-righteousness of his nature.

He seeks my life, his reason well | know
Loft delivered from his forfeitures
Manny that have at times made moan to me

Therefore he hates me.

1:Shakespeare, William. The Merchant of Venice.The Riverside Shakespeare.2nd ed.
Ed.G. Blakemore Evans. Boston: Mifflin, 1997.
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When Shylock leans of heavy loses of Antonio he says to
Salarino

that he is not going to show mercy to him. When he is asked
what he will do with a pound of Antonio‘s flesh, he says that he will
use the flesh as a bait to catch fish. I would feed his revenge. He asks
the jailor to keep a watch on Antonio. In the trial scene he refuses to
accept twenty times the money offered by Bassanio. He even sharpens
his knife and tells Antonio to be ready for one pound of flesh to be
taken from his body .Portia‘s appeal for mercy has no effect on him.
He is cunning, clever and hypocrite. The continuous all-treatment of
the Jews by the Christian made them cunning, suspicious and
hypocritical.

Shylock displays his cunning nature in his dealings with
Antonio. He manages to get him in his grip as cleverly, as a spider
draw in a fly in its web. He induces Antonio to sign the dangerous
bond in a mercy sport. He puts on friendly look and speaks in the
gentle tone so that none can suspect his cunning nature.

Shylock is essentially a human being. His humanity lies in his tender
memory of his wife Loath. He would not lose the ring which he gives
him on the occasion of marriage for all the monkeys in the world .He
feels shocked to know that Jessica gave the same ring for a monkey. It
has emotional value for him.

Antonio

Antonio is one of the most important, leading, interesting and
attractive character in The Merchant of Venice. He is a rich and royal
merchant and a very popular figure in Venice for whom everyone
except Shylock has a word of praise. He is a royal merchant and
popular figure. His business is wide spread all over the world. He has
trade relations with India ,Mexico and other countries. He enjoys
popularity of his qualities of head and heart. Bassanio looks upon him
as a” dearest friend, the kindest man,” Salarino says of him “A kinder
gentleman.” Salanio refers to him as the good and noble Antonio,”
Lorenzo says “How true a gentleman,” Gratiano refers to him as “The
Royal merchant, good Antonio.”Even the duke respects him in the
trial scene and the jailor gives him privilege in the court. He is an
object of praise and affection. He has the ancient Roman honor in him.
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Walk with you, and so following: but I will not eat with you, drink
with you, nor pray with you.

He is greedy for money. It is the weakest trait in his character .Money
is his morality. He is a typical miser and money lender. He is a usurer
who lends money at a high rate of interest. He hates Antonio because
the latter lends money gratis. He has tried to amass wealth by torturing
himself and others. To him wealth is more precious than religious
faith. He believes in multiplying his wealth as sleep or lambs are
multiplied. When Jessica his daughter runs away he cries more for
ducats than for her. He says, “I would my daughter were dead at my
foot, and the jewels in her ear.”

He again grumbles that so much she has taken away and so
much is spent in finding her out. This excessive love of wealth has
destroyed all tender feeling in him .Launcelot Gobbo, his domestic
servant complains that Shylock has starved him. In his love for
money, Shylock has neglected his duty as a father He does not allow
Jessica to take part in any festivity which should cost money. He lives
miserly. Even Jessica hates his miserliness and meanness.

He has passion for revenge. His passion for revenge is still
greater than his passion for money. He wants to take revenge on the
Christian in general and Antonio in particular not only on account of
personal reasons but also for racial and religious reasons. He is always
on the lookout for an opportunity to take revenge. When Bassanio
goes to him for a loan on Antonio’s behalf he says to himself “If I
catch Antonio upon his hip, I will feed fat my revenge”. He justifies
his revenge by saying If you prick us do we not bleed?

If you tickle us do we not laugh? if you poison us,
do we not die? And if you wrong us, shall we not revenge?

Shylock is suspicious by nature. He cannot trust his servant or his
friends, or even his daughter. He warns his daughter before going to
invitation.

Well ,Jessica, go in perhaps I will return immediately: Do as | bid
you; shuts doors after you:
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Main Characters of the Merchant of VVenice

Shylock

Shylock is one of the most important, perfect, powerful, and
dominating character of the Merchant of Venice. He dwarfs all other
characters with the force of his personality in the play. Some critics
even think that he is the hero of the play. He is dominating figure in
every scene in which he appears till he goes out of the play all
together—a broken old man tricked out of his rights. He is a problem
character.

To some critics he is a villain and deserves our hatred while to other
critics he is martyr as such he deserves on our pity, praises and
sympathy. The fact is that he is essentially a human character who
combines in himself both good and bad traits. He is neither a monster
nor a martyr.

Shylock’s house. Venetian home of Shylock the moneylender.
Shylock’s daughter Jessica and his servant LauncelotGobbo complain
about the hellishness of the place, where thrift is practiced, where
doors and windows are shut against the masked Christian revelers
whom Shylock regards as threats to his religion and his property.

Shakespeare also uses generalized street scenes or scenes in front of
Shylock’s to demonstrate the anti-Semitism of Solario, Gratiano, and
to contrast the shallowness of these men and of LauncelotGobbo with
the wisdom of Portia and the considered judgment of Antonio, the rich
and generous merchant of the play’s title.

He is a Jew money-lender in the play. He charges interest on the loans
he gives to men like Antonio and thus earns his living. He is addressed
as the “Jew” more often than by his name. His dress is a Jewish
gabardine. His talk is Jewish .He speaks in terms of the Jewish
scriptures. He swears by the Jewish gods. He eats Jewish food. He
maintains the exclusiveness of the Jewish people. He observes Jewish
manners and customs. He is thus a Jew to the back bone. As he says,
I will buy with you, sell with you, talk with you.
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Characteristics of Shakespeare’s works:

Taken as a whole, Shakespeare’s play constitute the greatest
simple body of work which any writer has contributed to our
literature. Perhaps their most salient feature is their astonishing
variety. As an Artist Shakespeare is concerned almost wholly with the
artistic worth of humanity. He is never preoccupied with the beauty of
nature which haunts so insistently the minds of modern poets. What
Shakespeare loves as an artist is power intensity in human character .It
may be power of intellect or moral power or power of expression or of
grace, or the intensity of the exquisite as in Ariel, or power of love as
in Imogen, or power of wit as in Benedict, or intensity of stupidity as
in Sir Andrew Ague cheek, whose silliness approaches the sublime.

The world of Shakespeare is a world of miscellaneous ,a world of
citizens and their wives of young lovers, who are only concerned with
the wealth of their won passion for one another, a world of merchants,
diggers, country squires and justice of the peace, old soldiers and old
rascals serving men and holy men. There is no end to the variety of
human types depicted in the plays of Shakespeare. His genius was
flexible to a marvelous degree. He adopted himself to the most diverse
materials and seemed to use it all with equal skill and enthusiasm.

His capital gift was his characterization both historical and imaginary
with surprising vividness. From the beginning there is life in all his
characters but as he advanced towards maturity, his characters came to
be more boldly outlined and more complex.

His characters differ in sex, age, stage of life, virtues and vices but all
of them are alike in being alive. However it would be wrong to
identify Shakespeare with any of his characters. His supremacy lies in
this that he could see and understand so much of life., could pierce the
heart of so many passions, without feelings a prey to any aspect of
life, that we say of him that he is universal, and we dare not say what
was his personality. Every phrase of feeling lay within the scope of
Shakespeare’s understanding, and sympathy. The characters of men ,
women, the influences, and forces which aftect them.

1: Cook, Judith. Women in Shakespeare. London: Harrap, 1980.
2:Pitt, Angela. Shakespeare’s Women.Totowa: Barnes & Noble, 1981.
3.http://www.articlemyriad.com/category/literature.
4.http://lwww.writing.service.com.

5. http://www.enotes.com/topics/merchant-of-venice.
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2) Period of the Great Comedies and Chronicle Plays(1594-
1600): The work of this period are: King John, The Merchant of
Venice ,,Henry IV ,Parts | and Il ,Henry ,V, The Taming of the Shrew,
The Merry Wives of Windsor, Much Ado About Nothing, As you like
It, The Twelfth Night . These plays show a rapid growth and
development in the poet’s genius. They reflects a deeper knowledge of
human life and human nature; the characterization and the humor have
become more penetrating; thought has become more weighty; rime
has largely been abandoned for prose and blank verse and the blank
verse itself has lost its stiffness.

3) Period of the Great Tragedies, and of the Somber or Bitter
comedies (1601-1608): This is a period of gloom and depression and
it marks the full maturity of his powers. His dramatic power, his
intellectual power and his power of expression are at their highest.
This is the time of his supreme masterpieces. His attention is,
however, occupied exclusively with dark side of human experience.
The sin and weakness of man from the theme of his play; the
emphasis is thrown on evil and the tone is either grave or fierce. The
plays of this period are: Julius Caesar ,Hamlet , All’s Well that Ends
Well, Measure of Measure, Troilus and Cressida, Othello, King Lear,
Macbeth, Antony and Cleopatra, Coriolanus, and Tim on Of Athens.

4) Period of the Later Comedies or Dramatic Romances

(1608-1612):

The plays of this period are: Pericles, Cymbeline; The Winter
‘tale, The Tempest, and unfinished Henry VIII. During this period, the
temper of Shakespeare has changed from bitter and gloomy to serene
and peaceful. The heavy clouded have melted away from the sky. A
tender and gracious tone prevails. This ground work is still finished by
tragic passion, but the evil is no longer permitted to have its way. The
evil is controlled and conquered by the good. At the same time, they
show the decline of Shakespeare’s dramatic powers. They are often
careless in construction and unsatisfactory in characterization, while
there is a decline in style and versification.

1,2: Jardine, Lisa. Reading Shakespeare Historically. New York :Routledge, 1996.
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that like Chaucer, he was no dreamer but a practical man of affairs. He
reached London poor and friendless. He left it rich and respected and
his fortunes were the work of his own hand. Much light is thus
thrown not only upon his personal characters but also upon his
writings, in which great power of creative imagination are combined
with, and by, a wonderful feeling for reality, sound commonsense and
a large and varied familiarity with the world.

Shakespeare changed the nature of drama in England arriving in
London in the last decade of 16" century. Shakespeare began his
play- writing career by adapting the prevailing fashion, writing in
three popular genres - the Romance tradition, bloodthirsty Senecan
tragedies, and wife-beating farces. But in each new play, he broke
with convention, setting his own stamp on traditional material. We
will look briefly at The Two Gentlemen of Verona, Titus Andronicus
and The Taming of the Shrew before preparing to look at an early
tragedy in “Romeo and Juliet”. ?

Shakespeare’s work: The commonly accepted canon
Shakespeare’s dramatic work compromises 37 plays and 154 sonnets
His activity as a writer for the stage extended over some 24 years,
beginning about 1588 and ending about 1612. His poetic and dramatic
career has been divided into four periods corresponding to the growth
and experience of his life and mind. These divisions are as follows:

1) Period of Early Experimentation (1588-1593):

To this Period belong: Titus Andronicus, Henry VI, Love’s
Labor’s Lost, Comedy of Errors, A Midsummer-Night’s Dream Two
Gentlemen of Verona, Richard Ill, Richard Il and Romeo and Juliet.
To this period belong also the two poems: Venus and Adonis and The
Rape of Lucrece. The work of this period is, as a whole, extremely
slight in texture; the treatment of life is superficial; there is no depth
of thought or characterization; and the art is evidently immature. The
work is characterized by youthful exuberance of imagination, by
extravagance of language, and by a constant use of puns, conceits and
other affections.

1: Jardine, Lisa. Reading Shakespeare Historically. New York :Routledge, 1996.
2 Pitt, Angela.Shakespeare’s Women.Totowa: Barnes & Noble, 1981.
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he purchased abroad and now awaits the ships’ return to Venice with
some apprehension. When his dear young friend Bassanio asks him
for the loan of a large sum of money he can use to impress Portia, a
lady of Belmont whom he wishes to court, Antonio can only refer him
to Shylock, a Jewish moneylender, and offer himself as surety for the
loan. Antonio and Shylock have been adversaries for some time;
Antonio criticizes the Jew for charging usurious interest rates as he
himself lends money without charging interest. Antonio’s antipathy
for Shylock extends to mocking his way of life, and heaping insults on
the Jew. Nonetheless, Shylock, who likewise expresses his hatred of
Christians and their ways, agrees to the loan of three thousand ducats
with the curious condition.

SHAKESPEARE

Shakespeare’s life. William Shakespeare, a man of genius was

born about the third April, 1564, at Stratford-on-Avon, Warwickshire.

He was the son of a prosperous tradesman of the town a little
later became its High Bailiff or Mayor. ! Though there is no actual
record of the fact, it is practically certain that, like other Stratford boys
of its class he went to the local grammar school, an excellent
institution of its kin, where he was taught Latin and Arithmetic. While
he never became a learned man, his few years at school thus gave him
a sound education. Financial misfortunes presently overtook his father
and when he was about fourteen, he was taken from school that he
might help the family by earning money on his account. Of the nature
of his employment however we know nothing. In his 19" year he
married Anne Hathaway a well to do yeoman of the neighboring
village of Shottery. This marriage was hasty and ill-advised and
appears to have been unhappy. Three children were born from her.
About 1587, he left his native town to seek his fortunes in London. At
that time the drama was gaining rapidly in popularity through the
work of the university wits.

1.. The Merchant of Venice, Shakespeare sources: Comedies and tragedies. New
York.

Shakespeare soon tuned to the stage and became first an actor
and then playwrights. Shakespeare’s biography proves conclusively
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Abstract

The present research about the characters of The Merchant of Venice are attempted
to understand the role and places of the characters in the play. It is one of the well
known play of Shakespeare, and classified as a comedy, it has certain tragic
elements which heighten the beauty and romance of the play. Shakespeare’s plays
are neither pure comedies nor pure tragedies. They are tragic- comedy. His
tragedies have the comic elements and the comedies have the tragic elements.
Characterization of Shakespearian plays are unique, kind, light-hearted and
humorous. They are lovable creatures, who win our sympathies.

Introduction
The Merchant of Venice is one of the well-known plays of
Shakespeare, and is believed to have been written between1596 and
1598. Though classified as a comedy, it has certain tragic elements
which heighten the beauty and romance of the play. Shakespeare®s
plays are neither pure comedies nor pure tragedies. The wit and humor
of wvarious characters excite our laughter. The characters of
Shakespearean comedy are kind, light-hearted and humorous. They
are lovable creatures, who win our sympathies. As far as female
characters are concerned, they are winning and charming. They
dominate the action and are always in the front.
The remark of Ruskin, Shakespeare has only heroines and no
heroes,” is certainly true of his comedies.
As is typical of William Shakespeare’s comedies, The Merchant of
Venice contains three interrelated plots. The merchant of the play’s
title, Antonio, has cast his fortune into several ships laden with goods
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