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Abstract:

This study aims to analyze the transformations of urban population growth in major Libyan
cities after 2011 from a human—geographic perspective. It focuses on the patterns of
population distribution, spatial expansion trends, the driving factors behind these
transformations, and their resulting urban, social, and infrastructural impacts. The study
adopts a descriptive—analytical approach supported by statistical data, international reports,
and spatial analysis of urban expansion in the country’s main cities.

The findings indicate that post-2011 urban growth in Libya has been primarily driven by
internal displacement resulting from conflict, alongside socio—economic shifts that
encouraged migration from rural to urban areas. This growth has concentrated in cities
such as Tripoli, Benghazi, and Misrata, which experienced unbalanced horizontal
expansion and increasing pressure on infrastructure and services, with evident spatial

disparities between central and peripheral areas.
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Moreover, the study highlights the absence of an effective national urban policy and the
weakness of spatial planning tools, further complicating the urban landscape. It
recommends the adoption of integrated development strategies that consider spatial justice
and urban sustainability, as well as enhancing the role of municipalities and demographic-
spatial monitoring systems to limit informal growth and ensure balanced urban
development.

Keywords: Urban growth, urbanization, human geography, major Libyan cities, internal

displacement, urban planning, spatial distribution, post-2011.
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