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Abstract

This study aims to examine the scholarly efforts of Abu Sa'id al-Sirafi in his commentary on
Sibawayh's A/-Kitab and to identify the main features of his method in explaining its
grammatical and linguistic issues. It introduces Sibawayh and his book, presents al-Sirafi and
his scholarly background, and analyzes his approach to presenting, interpreting, and clarifying
Sibawayh's texts. The study adopts a descriptive method in examining al-Sirafi's explanatory
techniques, sources, linguistic evidence, and attitudes toward the views of earlier grammarians.
The findings reveal that al-Sirafi's method was based on analyzing Sibawayh's expressions,
clarifying ambiguous passages, employing questions and answers, examples, reasoning, and
analogy, and drawing evidence from the Qur'an, Qur'anic readings, Arabic usage, and poetry.
The study also demonstrates the breadth of al-Sirafi's grammatical, linguistic, and logical
knowledge, his critical engagement with grammatical opinions, and his defense of Sibawayh
while occasionally disagreeing with him on certain issues. His commentary therefore represents
one of the most significant contributions to explaining and facilitating the study of Sibawayh's
Al-Kitab.

Keywords: Sibawayh; Abu Sa'id al-Sirafi; Commentary on A/-Kitab; Arabic Grammar;
Grammatical Evidence; Grammatical Methodology.
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