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Abstract

Plato’s theory of "divine inspiration'—which posits that the artist loses
conscious awareness in order to express a higher truth—formed the intellectual
roots of the Romantic movement. The Romantics transformed this concept of
inspiration into a reverence for individual creativity, absolute imagination, and
the artist's liberation from classical rules. For the Romantics, inspiration shifted
from a "transcendent divine authority" to an internal psychological depth; the
artist thus became an exceptional being capable of seeing beyond the veil of
materiality to reach the Absolute. Since Platonic inspiration transcends rigid
rational rules, the Romantics defined poetry as the "spontaneous overflow of
powerful feelings'" rather than mere adherence to traditional meters and
conventions. Furthermore, they embraced the concept of longing for a higher
realm and viewed nature as the earthly mirror reflecting "absolute Platonic

beauty".
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