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Abstract

This research addresses the dialectic of authenticity and contemporaneity as one of the most
complex problems that has occupied modern and contemporary Arab thought, from the first
shock that Arab consciousness experienced upon encountering Western modernity at the turn
of the nineteenth century up to the present day. The problem of the study centers on a set of
interrelated questions: how has this dialectic manifested itself throughout the trajectory of
modern and contemporary Arab thought, what historical roots gave rise to it, which major
intellectual currents attempted to address it, and to what extent can one move beyond its
sharpness toward a more mature synthetic approach grounded in a philosophical-sociological
perspective? The significance of the research lies in the fact that it touches the very core of Arab
consciousness regarding itself and its position within history and the world, particularly given
that this dialectic continues to pervade contemporary Arab political and cultural discourse. The
research further aims to analyze the central concepts underlying this dialectic, trace their
historical contexts, critically classify the intellectual currents that have engaged with them,
examine their concrete manifestations, and ultimately propose a synthetic reading that
transcends the logic of binary polarization. In addressing this problem, we adopted the
descriptive-analytical method, which involves presenting the various positions and intellectual
currents related to the topic and then analyzing and discussing them in light of a philosophical
approach that draws, wherever the context requires, on the tools of social-philosophical
scholarly research. We concluded that overcoming this sharp duality cannot be achieved by
favoring one of its two poles; rather, it requires constructing a critical consciousness that rereads
heritage historically, freeing it from ideological sanctity, while simultaneously opening itself
critically and consciously—rather than dependently—to the achievements of modernity. Such
an approach would ultimately lead to formulating an authentically rooted Arab renaissance
project that remains, at the same time, open to the world in its outlook.
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