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Abstract

This study seeks to understand Hegel’s concept of the Absolute Idea not as a
merely abstract philosophical notion, but as a dynamic movement through which reason
becomes conscious of itself in the course of history. The central problem of the study
is concerned with how the Absolute Idea, as the highest manifestation of reason, is
transformed into perceptible beauty, and how beauty becomes an expression of the
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spirit’s self-consciousness within the world. The study considers the Idea as an ongoing
process of becoming that develops through contradiction and transcendence, whereby
truth is not revealed at once, but gradually unfolds through time. Within this framework,
beauty is understood not merely as an ornament of reality, but as a mode through which
meaning becomes embodied and perceptible in material form. The study adopts a
historical, analytical, and critical approach in tracing the development of the Idea,
analyzing the dialectical structure of Hegel’s philosophical concepts, and examining his
system according to its internal logic. The findings indicate that Hegel’s Absolute Idea
is a dialectical movement that passes through the subjective, objective, and absolute
stages, culminating in the return of consciousness to itself after its alienation in the
world. Beauty represents a moment in which the Idea becomes sensuously manifest.
Artistic beauty, therefore, surpasses natural beauty because art embodies the spirit’s
conscious expression through material form. The study also demonstrates that art
develops through three forms: symbolic, classical, and romantic, each reflecting a
different relationship between the Idea and its sensible form. This development
ultimately extends from art to religion and finally to philosophy, where truth attains its
highest form as self-conscious thought. Accordingly, beauty is not an independent end,
but a fundamental moment in the movement of truth through which the Absolute Idea
recognizes and reveals itself in the world.

Keywords: Absolute Idea; Hegel; Beauty; Art; Spirit.
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