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Abstract
This study aims to analyze the significance of body language in the novel Headache in Memory
by Abdul Razzag Mahmoud Al-Agel, and to explore the role of movements, gestures, and
nonverbal expressions in constructing characters and revealing their psychological and social
dimensions. The study adopts a structural approach supported by a semiotic approach to
interpret bodily signs and symbols within the narrative discourse. It examines major semantic
units related to the eyes, mouth, head, hands, and face, in addition to silence, movement,
sensory expressions, and crying. The findings show that body language performs expressive,
communicative, psychological, suggestive, and interpretive functions, revealing the
characters’ inner conflicts and attitudes toward their surrounding reality. The study also
demonstrates that bodily signs do not merely accompany verbal discourse, but actively
contribute to constructing narrative meaning and uncovering the text’s implicit meanings.
Keywords: Significance, Body Language, Communication, Headache in Memory, Gesture.
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