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ABSTRACT

The various Kantian approaches demonstrate that the concepts of
universality and modernity in Immanuel Kant’s philosophy are
grounded in three main pillars: freedom, religion, and the principles of
moral action. On this basis, Kant can be regarded as one of the most
prominent philosophers who articulated the idea of rational universality
and defended it in a rigorous systematic manner, to the extent that he
became one of the key thinkers who established the notion of universal
reason in modern philosophy.

In his conception of modernity, particularly as expressed in his essay
on Enlightenment, Kant does not confine reason to a specific culture or
nation; rather, he elevates it to the level of a universal human project
encompassing all humanity, understood as belonging to the earth rather
than to narrow geographical or cultural identities. Thus, modernity in
his thought transcends historical particularities to establish an open
universal horizon.

Kant’s position toward history, traditions, and forms of belonging tends
toward minimizing their foundational role, as he does not grant them
normative value in constructing reason or morality. Instead, he regards
them as contingent givens that cannot serve as a basis for universality.
Accordingly, Kant places his trust in the human being as a free rational
agent and in the capacity for self-legislation, affirming the priority of
universality over narrow identities, civility over nationalism, and reason
as the highest reference for values rather than theological or
metaphysical authorities.

In this sense, Kantian thought shifts from the centrality of history and
the philosophy of history toward a more comprehensive horizon based
on universal human geography, and from traditional ontological
foundations toward a critical and analytical method as a tool for
understanding the conditions of knowledge and morality.

Keywords: Kant, universality, modernity, moral law.
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