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Abstract:

The aim of the research was to analyze the impact of the Crusades on political systems in
the Islamic East, monitor the economic effects of the Crusades on trade, agriculture, and
industry in the Islamic world, and highlight the social impacts resulting from the Crusades

on Islamic societies. The research also aimed to identify the political, economic, and social
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challenges arising from periods of external wars, and to evaluate the role of the Crusades
in shaping political relations between the Islamic East and the Christian West.

The historical, analytical, and descriptive methods were used to clarify the various aspects
of the Crusades and their impact on the political and economic situation in the Islamic
East. The study tools included sources and references that dealt with the research topic,
and the study concluded several key findings, including:

—The Crusades contributed to the fragmentation of political unity among Islamic powers, as
they deepened political and sectarian disputes among local rulers in different parts of the
Islamic world. These divisions hindered effective coordination to confront the Crusaders,
allowing them to benefit from the state of disunity within the Islamic world.

—New political alliances emerged between some Islamic powers, leading to the unification
of several Islamic regions under a single banner to resist the Crusaders, which marked a
turning point in the history of relations between Muslim rulers.

—The continued internal conflicts between Muslim rulers over power and influence in
different Islamic regions, which were under the control of competing rulers, resulted in
persistent political chaos in some areas.

—The Crusades served as a real test for internal relations among Islamic powers. At times,
it strengthened cooperation between Muslim rulers, while at other times, it deepened
disagreements and competition for power, making the defense of Islamic lands more
complex.

—-The internal political difficulties demonstrated the Islamic world’s ability to withstand and
resist external challenges. Efforts were made to unite ranks to confront the Crusader threat,

which contributed to their resilience in the face of Crusader attacks over long periods.
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