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Abstract
This study aims to analyze the economic conditions of the Tripoli region during the 8th
Hijri/14th century through a critical analytical reading of al-Tijani’s travel account in
comparison with contemporary geographical and historical sources. The study examines the
main determinants of the regional economic structure, particularly the strategic geographical
location of Tripoli as a link between the Mediterranean world and the Saharan interior, which
contributed to the prosperity of both land and maritime trade. It also addresses the diversity of
productive activities, including agriculture, pastoralism, and handicrafts, and highlights the role
of natural resources, especially water and salt flats, in supporting economic stability. The study
further analyzes the role of markets, caravan routes, and ports in organizing exchange and
integrating the region into wider trade networks, while emphasizing the impact of political and
security conditions on economic prosperity or decline. The study concludes that the economy
of Tripoli in the medieval period was characterized by diversity, flexibility, and integration
between urban and rural areas, and that al-Tijan1’s account represents a fundamental source for
understanding this economic reality, provided it is read critically and comparatively.
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