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Abstract

This research investigates the impact of socio-cultural factors on the architectural design of
Libyan housing, focusing on the values of privacy and hospitality. The research problem lies
in the functional gap resulting from the adoption of the contemporary "villa" style, which
created a conflict between open design and conservative social requirements, leading residents
to make post-occupancy modifications to regain privacy. Using a descriptive-analytical
approach, the study compares the traditional "Housh™ with the modern villa. Findings reveal
that Libyan housing remains governed by inherited behaviors, most notably the resilience of
the "Marboua" as a sovereign space and the failure of current setback regulations to provide
private outdoor areas. The study recommends adopting the "Courtyard Villa" model, which
integrates traditional courtyard advantages with modern construction, and urges urban planners
to modify building codes to allow for attached housing, ensuring more effective and culturally

respectful living spaces.
Keywords: Libyan Housing, Privacy Philosophy in Traditional Architecture, Crisis of

Transition to the Contemporary Villa, Resilience of Social Values (Al-Marbou‘a as a Case
Study), Contemporary Libyan
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