2026 sl 42 s32d) (11) Laal/
3104-6266 ;34

Comprehensive Journal of Science
Volume (11), Issue (42), (Sapt, 2026)
ISSN: 3104-6266

"aagly) Ciliall Ll b 50 L)y Al i) o 35le duad)a 1 DI ple s duadll) diuddl)
d:JG 2 I gruwa E\.A:DS
Ll ihaa daals (Glaya = Eujill AAS Al cludyally dawldll aud

karima.qallil@sabu.edu.ly

Islamic Philosophy and Theology: A Comparison Between the Mu'tazila and the Ash'aris
Regarding Divine Attributes

Karima Masoud Mohamed Qalil
Department of Philosophy and Islamic Studies, Faculty of Education — Surman, Sabratha
University, Libya
2026 /10/07 : il fei 5 -2026/9/30: 558l fi L5 2026 /9/07 42 sall fei i 2026/9/05 :adi) fi Ui

tpadlal)

el ) Aanddll (A Ay DA e e Lal )y Ajinall die Lgl1 clecall domd ) 130 Joliny
On A e dejre IS Clige S0 b Caagad ) LIy Blaall Gun) e cadllly ¢ DS ple
J5ad Le S 50 L ls Alied) G CDAN o 3 i LK) (pa dabyal) (3lasy clanally dagly) il
cxnsil) asgda 1)l e cacl Jilnay et COAY dadia o cpn B ey cliall i gl b
353 oo Shad cgagasll lally aserdl) el cp Sually cclacally SNy A5 cAaall daphy
Agdiall Gagaill il 8 Jiall Cibag

e sl i B A giall (e 83UY) e ¢)laall rgially sl deagl) meiall e i) e
Bl 1y (80 LaY 1y Aljieall LLa) pleadl) ) GISQY) 508 g sally ¢ SIS Jals Loty cilauall
Al Aauldl) o sghe Canall Jolo a5 Lt Lasled Jilaty Gaseatll yad 3 &aad) luball o
isa dlas o 8 clglpn DAY als aglY) Cliaall asgie Cing o cLaginy ADall daulag IS aley
@ld) o S 5o Loy Ciligay (ldll e 53815 Lo lia L) pag 2n il Ailua e 236l dljied)
celadil) gl i) el Ghine @lld 6K o A e Slical

Sl 25ns @l lgaal dauld At Jgal & 0sSpi Helilly Al of N Gl deag
S e Lo L dagll dal 8 sl ) aan Y Legian COIAT ol calleS iy agaiig auilagg
Daie S Jaall of ) pals LS el (g Lgin 38Dally daal) asgie dlicaliie jausis B iDL
b9 Aanpde JS Lgte cillail A Akl ladiall b i b)Y s copipa) el 8 uals
Cliall daad of GBS Luahall yglily cagasll CDERg agehall GBS g ¢85S0 sangl) cpu Jas)l) Ao yla
e il ALK Callgall o @l e o G50 cBaadll) Apdilly SIS ple p daga ol Adads Jias
Al ALY Aoyl & ol Cug ALl ABI el Swal) s Y cAalisd) daulll il
Al Jalas ) a3l JIRaY) lan i e i g Aljiaall o CAY agd o Al 3S5i5 (Aulial)
Ol pall DA il Al LY 5y das il

- 1161 -


mailto:karima.qallil@sabu.edu.ly

"agly) Cliall Ll 5,0 Uil g Aljieal) (pn A55le dudya 1 DS ale g Laadlay) dauldll

clially Al e gl (gY) il 5,0 LEY) el ¢ IS Ao ¢daaluy) ddulill sdalidal) el

il Jaal
Abstract:

This study examines the issue of divine attributes in Mu‘tazilite and Ash‘arite thought
through an analysis of the relationship between Islamic philosophy and Islamic
theology (Kalam). It aims to identify the rational and theological foundations that
shaped each school’s position concerning the relationship between the divine essence
and its attributes. The study proceeds from the observation that the disagreement
between the Mu‘tazila and the Ash‘arites is often reduced to the simple dichotomy of
“negation and affirmation of the attributes,” whereas the actual debate involves deeper
questions concerning the meaning of divine unity, the nature of an attribute, the
relationship between essence and attributes, the distinction between conceptual
difference and ontological difference, and the role and limits of reason in interpreting
theological texts.

The study adopts a descriptive-analytical and comparative approach, supplemented by
a historical approach to trace the emergence and development of the debate over divine
attributes within Islamic theological thought. It relies, as far as possible, on primary
sources representing the Mu ‘tazilite and Asharite traditions, while also drawing upon
modern academic studies for interpreting the texts and examining their philosophical
dimensions. The study first addresses the concepts of Islamic philosophy and Kalam
and the relationship between them, then examines the concept of divine attributes and
the origins of the controversy surrounding them. It subsequently analyzes the
Mu‘tazilite position, which emphasizes the preservation of divine unity and rejects the
affirmation of eternal attributes additional to the divine essence in a manner that would
imply multiple eternal entities, and the Ash‘arite position, which affirms divine
attributes while denying that such affirmation entails multiple divine essences or
independent eternal entities.

The study concludes that the Mu'tazila and the Ash‘arites share fundamental
theological principles, most notably belief in the existence, unity, transcendence, and
perfection of God. Their disagreement therefore does not concern the principle of divine
unity itself as much as it concerns how that principle should be understood and applied,
as well as the meaning of an attribute and its relation to the divine essence. The study
also demonstrates that reason played a significant role in the formation of both
positions, while the fundamental difference lay in the rational premises adopted by each
school and in the way each related unity and multiplicity, conceptual distinction and
ontological distinction. Furthermore, the study shows that the issue of divine attributes
constitutes an important point of intersection between Islamic philosophy and Kalam,
without implying that theological positions were merely products of Greek philosophy.
A distinction must therefore be maintained between demonstrable historical influence
and similarities arising from the shared rational structure of the questions under
discussion. The study argues that understanding the disagreement between the
Mu'tazila and the Asharites requires moving beyond a simplified sectarian
classification toward an analysis of the conceptual and argumentative structures
underlying their respective positions.

Keywords: Islamic Philosophy; Kalam; Mu‘tazila; Ash‘arites; Divine Attributes;
Divine Unity; Essence and Attributes; Reason and Revelation.
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