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Abstract

This study examines the “Heritage and Renewal” (al-Turath wa al-Tajdid) project of the
Egyptian thinker Hasan Hanafi (1935-2021) as one of the most ambitious intellectual attempts
to re-read the Islamic heritage and employ it in confronting the challenges of contemporary
reality. It addresses a central question: to what extent did Hanafi succeed in transforming
heritage from a closed text into a practical instrument for renaissance and social change, and
what are the methodological limits and impasses of this project? Adopting an analytical—critical
approach, supported by comparison with the projects of al-Jabri and Arkoun when needed,
the study concludes that Hanafi built a comprehensive vision resting on three modes of

consciousness—consciousness of heritage, of reality, and of the other—and that he
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reconstructed the traditional Islamic sciences on a phenomenological-hermeneutic basis
oriented toward reality. Nevertheless, the project remained burdened by the dominance of the
ideological over the epistemic dimension and by the difficulty of translating its theses into

practice, a shortcoming Hanafi himself acknowledged in his self-critique.

Keywords: Hasan Hanafi, Heritage and Renewal, renewal of Islamic thought, the Islamic Lefft,
Occidentalism, religious discourse, authenticity and modernity.
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