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Abstract: This study examines the concept of good and evil in the philosophy of René
Descartes, as one of the most significant issues that has occupied philosophical and ethical
thought throughout history. It aims to clarify the concept of good and evil in philosophical
thought in general, analyze Descartes' perspective on these concepts, explain the relationship
between reason and free will in the formation of moral judgment, and explore the impact of
this conception on moral philosophy and modern society.
The study adopts the analytical method by examining philosophical texts related to good and
evil, analyzing Descartes' position, and comparing it with those of later philosophical trends.
The study concludes that good and evil are fundamental concepts in moral philosophy and that
Descartes grounded his ethical theory in reason as the means of recognizing the good and in
free will as the basis of moral responsibility. According to Descartes, evil does not constitute
an independent reality; rather, it arises from the misuse of the will when it exceeds the limits
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of what reason clearly and distinctly perceives. The study also demonstrates that this
conception was criticized by philosophers such as Spinoza, Hume, Nietzsche, and Heidegger,
who disagreed with Descartes regarding the source of moral values and the nature of good and
evil.
Furthermore, the study shows that the concept of good and evil extends beyond theoretical
philosophy to influence modern society by promoting the values of justice, honesty, tolerance,
and respect for human rights, while confronting corruption, violence, and discrimination. The
study concludes that, despite the criticisms directed at it, Descartes' moral philosophy remains
one of the major foundations of modern ethical thought and continues to contribute to
understanding the relationship between reason, freedom, and moral responsibility.
Keywords: Concept of Good and Evil, Modern Philosophy, René Descartes.
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