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Abstract
This research examines agriculture in Libya during the medieval period (1st-—9th
centuries AH / 7th—15th centuries CE), focusing on the influence of geographical
factors—such as climate (rainfall patterns) and topography (the availability of fertile
plains)—in determining the types of crops suited to the environment. The study also
investigates agricultural land tenure, covering state-owned lands subject to the
kharaj* tax paid annually by farmers, *waqf* (endowment) lands and their*
agricultural utilization, and private ownership—where individuals held small plots
such as gardens and orchards. Additionally, it addresses vast communal lands owned
by tribes, such as the lands of the Hawwara tribe east of Tripoli We also examined the
types of soil available—such as the red clay soil found in Barga and its suitability for
agriculture, the fertile black soil used for crops, and white soil.
Irrigation was carried out using groundwater wells (via buckets) and natural
springs, as well as by constructing dams and reservoirs to capture water suitable for
farming.
We also investigated the agricultural tools used in Libya during the medieval
period, such as the use of animals and plows to till the land, and sickles for harvesting
barley.
Regarding agricultural crops, we focused on the most significant ones: primarily
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barley and wheat—along with their main cultivation areas—followed by olive trees
and the importance of oil extraction, date palms, and finally, various fruits and
vegetable..
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