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Abstract
This study aimed to explore the complementary relationship between authentic revelation
(wahy) and sound reason, and to demonstrate the invalidity of claims asserting a contradiction
between them. The research problem centered on examining the extent to which the principles
of Hadith criticism accommodate rational considerations and how reason can be employed as
a critical tool for understanding the Sunnah without undermining the established foundations

of transmitted evidence (naql).
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The study adopted the descriptive—analytical method to establish the principles governing the
criticism of both the chain of transmission (isnad) and the text (matn). It also employed the
inductive method to examine practical examples of scholars' approaches to problematic
Hadiths, in addition to the comparative critical method to evaluate contemporary rationalist
perspectives.
The findings revealed that the methodology of the Hadith scholars constitutes a
comprehensive and sophisticated critical system that surpasses many modern historical
approaches in terms of scientific rigor. Their methodology was not confined to evaluating
chains of transmission but also developed strict criteria for assessing Hadith texts in light of
the fundamental principles of Islamic law (Shari‘ah) and the dictates of sound human reason.
The study further concluded that, from the Islamic perspective, reason is the basis of moral
responsibility and the primary instrument for understanding revelation; however, it functions in
service of the revealed texts and remains subordinate to divine guidance. It also emphasized
the necessity of distinguishing between matters that transcend human intellectual capacity
ymuharat al—aql/ ,(which lie beyond the limits of human comprehension, and logical
impossibilities) mustahikit al-aq/ ,(from which the authentic Sunnah is entirely free.
The study concluded that any alleged conflict between revelation and reason is merely
apparent and can be resolved through sound scholarly investigation, either by establishing
the inauthenticity of the reported text or by reassessing the rational premises upon which the
objection is based. Finally, the study recommends strengthening interdisciplinary research
that integrates Hadith studies with contemporary cognitive sciences, establishing a
methodological framework for the proper use of reason in understanding the Sunnah while
preserving Islamic constants and responding effectively to contemporary developments, and
promoting the methodology of reconciliation and harmonization within academic institutions to
address misconceptions through rigorous scholarly discourse.
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