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Abstract:
This research seeks to re-read the book "Al-Khasa'is" by Abu al-Fath 'Uthman ibn Jinni (d.
392 AH) in light of the operational concepts of cognitive linguistics, which views language as
a window into human cognition. The study addresses a main research gap, namely the
absence of a specialized study that subjects this classical text to a direct analytical reading
to deconstruct its methodological tools and rebuild them in light of precise cognitive

terminology. The research adopts a descriptive—analytical approach based on text induction
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and analysis, while utilizing the historical method to present the formative context of lbn Jinni's
intellect.
The significance of the study lies in testing the capacity of the operational tools of cognitive
linguistics to approach an ancient Arabic text, thereby opening new horizons for a non-
repetitive analytical reading. The research reached several findings, most notably: that the
theory of "Greater Derivation" (Al-Ishtiqaq Al-Akbar) represents an early categorization of the
Arabic lexicon that closely approaches the concept of 'radial categories', and that the theory
of "matching words to the likeness of meanings' (Imsas al-Alfaz Ashbah al-Ma'ani) reveals
an early iconic awareness of the non-arbitrary relationship between sound and meaning,
intersecting with the principles of iconicity and embodiment. Furthermore, the study
demonstrates that Ibn Jinni's attention to gesturing and situational context reflects an
awareness of the integration between linguistic and cognitive data, and that his reliance on
taste and intuition aligns with the concept of 'usage-based competence'. The research
concludes that Ibn Jinni's methodology carries authentic cognitive insights expressed in the
terminology of his era, which can be interpreted today using more precise theoretical tools.
Keywords: Ibn Jinni, Al-Khasa'is, Cognitive Linguistics, Greater Derivation, Categorization,
Iconicity, Embodiment, Usage—-based Competence.
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