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Abstract

This research examines the summons to appear before courts of first instance as the
legal procedure through which judicial proceedings are initiated, ensuring
confrontation between litigants and enabling them to exercise their right of defense.
The study aims to clarify the concept of the summons to appear and its legal nature,
identify the essential conditions and formal requirements necessary for its validity, and
analyze the legal time limits governing it under Libyan law.

The research also addresses the legal effects resulting from a valid summons to appear
and its role in the proper commencement of judicial proceedings and the court’s
jurisdiction over the case. In addition, it examines the cases in which the summons
may be deemed void and the legal consequences of such nullity on judicial procedures.
The study adopts a descriptive and analytical approach through the examination of
relevant legal texts and jurisprudential opinions, with the aim of assessing the
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adequacy of the legislative framework governing summons to appear in ensuring fair
trial guarantees and protecting the rights of litigants.

Keywords:

Summons to Appear, Courts of First Instance, Judicial Proceedings, Service of Process,
Right of Defense, Civil Procedure Law, Procedural Nullity, Fair Trial.
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