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Abstract:

This study examines the phenomenon of diminutives as one of the prominent
morphological and semantic features in the Arabic language. It aims to identify and analyze
the similarities and differences between the diminutive system in Standard Arabic, as a regular
and rule-governed system, and in contemporary colloquial Arabic, as a stylistic system based
largely on usage.

The research problem lies in how the standard diminutive rules are employed in
everyday colloquial discourse, and how they undergo transformations that shift them from a

generative morphological structure into fixed lexical patterns used for specific semantic
purposes.
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The study adopts a descriptive contrastive approach, comparing the three diminutive
patterns in Standard Arabic (fu‘ayl, fu‘ay"il, fu‘ay1l) with their corresponding forms in various
dialectal environments.

The study concludes with several key findings, including:

1. Structural Level: Colloquial Arabic retains the basic diminutive structure but often
drops the initial vowel (damma), replacing it with a consonant cluster or a reduced form.

2. Functional Level: The functions of diminutives in colloquial Arabic are reduced to
expressing affection, smallness, and temporal or spatial proximity.

3. Lexical Level: Many diminutive forms in colloquial Arabic have become lexicalized
as fixed expressions (such as proper names and tool names), losing their original
derivational connection.

-

daxial)

Ll Ll W38 oA den) calusg adle d) lia dase Lage e 2l s3ially ccpuallall (o) db aal
cailaliog 4y M 4pi B dall Ay 48,500 Aalll o8 Gfiall (piagall sl ) 58 (3 (aSU AL Led3s A
ALl DUy ggyad) HUSYT s ilagll) s Ay pal) Aall) L 53 gmsall ¢ L) (ha

B8 Ay Al o3gd g LD o Lebgay Lelladly baslend o sl DG o Al cilS Ayl sl
Jasmss ¢« pualal) 8 206 Jole s ¢ palall 3 5la Ao LlaY ilS Cumy Lal) lalll o Loyt ke gl zeuals
L) qieang el Jainyg oJiadl 5385 4 s e Lo O cJinall 8 2na

O st Copally il alel ddaiil) A5all o3a Gy (SaS phit Cyoall jemall (8 Capeall ple sl il
ALYy ple YIS Tygal Aigen Sl Wl ey aDIA (e (s3ly i puall e guiagall (s3a) (Dpisill) a0
U Lo S5 lpa¥ )y ccipally ¢ gaill LS Cunal) Aall sle ile guiasal als iy (IS8 eIyl c eyl
cgailly callil A b

Ly canSa g canzale by (A Uaaly A1 (Lpaladly Lpppall aamdll ( ppraaill) e chiaad Cand) 1as g
sty el s Wty GLIKH (any Eumje ¢ gpraaill 48 pual)

canSI DAl Bad el all dead lgeall ) Ges Uy of — s —a) JU
A st

Digm alan ojals ojpms callily asin (ol gt it AU 16 46 1Y) Dot ijala jhce 58
(bl i)

— Jiad) A sl Ol e pald (s ol Cuny Conal a1 Ay e Dlay (aseada
(), (inind — Jaih
D tualll e e

il ey —saabdl) saal o QAN g il g WS e ]
tthealll o BA

ol i) Jaxind Zgall &) Qs dima palel bl lealing A jma sl 3all sl
Capai ) 5 Liagy (305 pulanill (5% 385 ¢ cannilly ISl Lol capsiig 23ally el Q5 anal) Jilig jpumnillS
sl £ gl (2
topieall OSay a anl) B BleE G Gy Al Jag i)
Maje g LYy ilenally Japills aledin) o lendS dpind) o Lol sl Db ¢yma 2 (56< &F L1

3540



g~ e Bl et S ¢ il Fana (s e ddadl ) oG YT L2
o Yy ASDUly oLy el slondS Lily Ladans slond s D ¢ il SUE 4N e 50 of .3
250 e Jal) 5l wes Vs g alils ¢ seal) o land Yy mny K 1 i o land
taadll A ail) (a)ei
Jay— day sl -
lagiyd — aalp il -
NS e R T
oamalll B sl fua
LD g Ay 1 Jieb -
<Ope Balyn da_ué -
celisaly tdmind -
: sl B Gmgad) o))
Jimiads (Jady (Jid e Al DG e MU g W) peail G ple
:}gg£{5%gdgggﬁisk_}uaagﬁgychuam‘;j_yg‘;gaiﬁmixgjabx;QSLA&Q;&&E
Blanl 235 e Gl L auea SN Jung aang ¢
LA w3 JS oyt b gl 215 g Giiall Gige BB Ralll all) IS o8 1 o JB
Aliady A0 3aYly couighy iy Gl Gy iy sl (B Al e LIE S B3N b Ay il dF
ALk
(Giel glie b Jsi bl Caally ) Jshal Canlill $6 4y 3alh ol Capal 3D Cuigal) 21 35las 134
Y ) Ay el clie A
Ll JB Akl AL by et WE 3y dly el 8 WE el V)
oai 08 (ral) Blie () el el 8
AN Y €A B s s e Cupall Samay Qs ) Cufin Y Gty il G s
el £
Y Gl Slalh sl p el o 0% ol Jggesal) Lpall G e (Do) (& Shan pud (o)L
@ ac @l
Loy dana o LA ¢ pieatll S clpra Lo (580 o o 3 Lad Ty
ALY SR Yy ewtdalial by 1Al Lo s0he (BN Jad S Sy (Luall Y el SR )
63 Gl Gallly : oyt 3 16008 (B3 155 oy 30K gyt oty Al plasall oLl ity Saaiad iy ¢l
-«
G Gyl 50 e W Aliadl) (LAY Yy ey piey S aldll SLE G L SRl Y
O (. il iy 4 48 (onieas ki 333 Yy il Bpa o Y il B8 aia) Yy o S
raeal) o dggaaad Slaiily) GUS B ket
rdghy J5Y) ) Ol a8y dilys DG jreadl)

3541



15 8 (52 5A5 A5%hia o 13 DG Jaal U
TS SRPULL KPR W FRCA P U PL P RCIVOCRI o ui IV | S SO L JEL
pJE o ey b eadl) ks ) Ll S
Lagipd by Jaa (36 v Wl Jaind
©). ol byl Juatad o Jaiad <l DU e Bl Cojraa 13) SO Jia)
reulalst)
‘5;\—9.\; —ie —ddK -l w—(dac —daad —aaal = 5l = ead = o =03 — ke —iyad — b
O —Byma —dams —hliu — Hla —414@4 —dale —cuy —cal —dlas
:(Ja )uuuk—gkdﬂ‘uﬁ‘-"—‘-‘ﬁ‘ 8 i
— it —aakK —aud ¢MAH-—eix; —igal —akd —hyst —duiad —5y50 «uﬂ —45e —byanh —byvad
oA =B —Aad —laiid — A —AlEd —Ridse —40 Lu\—ﬁhxa G;\—Ju;
& Sl el salys coely oSy A midy Jadll ol aiay (U ) s o eadll B il &
RISEROR afn ERS
(Adadl —Jadl) (1 e Aalad) (b LSl b3 phaas
oo ) i) — il ) At e 0l 55—yl —5y053 A~y il 50
~Lad) —ndl —Algd) —Aage) ~E —EAT ~Alad) — A —esd) —eid) —aul) g -2 ) —deal)
L&) 3yl —eg
cpaall e gie plaally o(55) « (235 sls A ) culs (Jt’) i e

(Rdel) « (i) oy I Gl culh (Raile) 38 o
(Rsel) e () sly ) ol culi () AS @

cday The) he S — (3038 —(Jhie —lS alaldl)
eaall) B ARl clalS)) i

HJaip) —Ae e —AmKh —a — Ui — i

(& A ad) S5 oLl sSany cpall s oWl i sag (J3R8) (s (o ol B sl ()5S

5yl A & 48l o 5aly); e(d,;;é)
rgalall B ASL) el s

cams)) Aol —ARSA) —agdl —Jjis) — )

soly Sty Aue iy Jadll ol Sy Cll 3ol (sl —Jradl) 035 e 5$ Analall sl
Uasopall o) (i) e (QES) ol ) Gl culi (QBS) At e cidagyyall ol 52l Anl Cpall oS
el jpa 4ie gl

gy —age —oldbe —Jiail — G5a0a tclalsl)
eaall) B ARl clalSl) yiuas

PR R I n:f._.,nf.i
LAndng) —ame —(lishe —(hads - aila

3542



All) Cppall Sy oL Sty e ity Jadll o8 g el (Jinind) (3 e oanadll 8 il 05
Al W Siag
hgalal) B ABlad) oSl pias

Aadiyg)) — e ) - oadidae ) —Jpal) — Gyuilal

elis Aasiye o 8alyys Jaill olb (Sisy all 5aliyy (Asmsdl —Jamindl) (s o Fualal) (sl ()
Jia cpnall il ate Gapal) o(Geailal) e (Gauila) el ) sl (Gsaia) AS Jie o(Jaand) 035 b
e (Rl el ) sl cull () S Jie o(opinhel) e (opiihe) ol ) gl cul (plidae) A€
cpaall s et (pall o(dasss )
(|

Olys¥) e danie dualally oaaidll G 8 jadll LK)

) L bt FAN
A gayall Gl oy o it o)
83 geaiall Cunlil) Cally o gide
s s2aall Caglill Cally o it o)
A gayall Gl oy o it o)
2l Jlad Gl Y Gl e L) g g ddall Ciga od
sl oy (& acdly
S 4 ddy Sl alal A e
AP R A L PRES I YOS
et i ely 4l Cang 2o D) Cipall IS
Al il ol as
et i ely 4l Cang 2o N Cipall IS
Al el ol o

s oy

335 53)9

slaue

- o~ g -

Ao 334 A )de

| SIS IS IE e
w L I AN AN RN
Ad

T
i
;
)

E
3

RS

5‘/-3 . .‘)

r

s oy

\ \ \ \

sbe [sfe [sfe Lo
\ \ \ \
S S oo e

s =y

iy (JgY) Cpall i ol bl A
ey 3l Caall

2
¥

) daia g oLl Cada
b caly) D )

\ \

ke ke
\ \
~ ~

3543



39 aaad) ALaLid) a glatl) dlaa

sl

Agalall

Lﬁ‘):\é.m:}

PONIN|

asdl

a,.’sa‘

ey

Alnyd] Ao e iye Ao

Jrd

Gl

Jrd

Jaas))

Jrd

S

Jrd

* * * * * *

“ ° “ o “ ° “ ° Y o . ° .
\ \ \ \ \ \ \L
o e e . o e —_

)

&

i

Jusdl

Jusdl

Jusdl

Jed)

Jadl

JE o JE o E o E o JE o JE o E o
\ \ \ \ \ \ \
R R R R R R R

)

Qs

&

2

Janad)

B
\
3

© o E o
\ \ \
~ ~ ~

Janad)

B

\

sf o
\
~

Janad)

B

\

sf o
\
~

Janad)

B

\

sf o
\
~

idyayadl

B

\

sf o
\
~

cened] L)

S

oy gy ¥ el alial o1 Gl Aladl Capa od
Pl s Gl e dnan

'.E %
\
-
SE

-

b

X ?5

]

B3l iy Capal D alial ay)

YA Al —ala —2aald

'af
'a[{‘
4

53l iy Capal DG alial )

3544




) s W i

<)

sl aediy aglill ol lgie (amges DU Cada

A gl oY sl

s ldal Y Sl
W) aexiy Culill ol lgie ases o) Cada s :
Jis e cal

de\u{FJ\Jﬁﬁ u.ﬁ&d*qﬁ\éy& dia EEA } )
SSL o

I Gopall Gl yaedl Joagl) Bhas ate C83A \ By
oSl -

)

oY Cal) Jd el

DU Caiay el ay!

calill Gl o sl 2y

Calill oy o gl au)

ALl Sl pan Adlay o sisall anY)

o | sEo | tEe | tEe | o ) v .
\ \ \ \ \
N I N I N B N ] e kﬁ.
- - - - o - =
o

ALl gl pan Ladlay psidall o) i)

LBy (el a8 tialally oaaill Al (sl e A O o

£ Ll asledlly mlly DD tCipmall ad) i sas Al Adys 520l il M) sl b -

Jeiad — Joiad — Jas 1oy

82jke Bac i byl 3ad daalall 8

J

gégﬂﬁ\;{pd\'qu,;ﬂ\lﬂgﬂ( &&&\)Ky&d\gggﬂggﬁ?\géyd\agﬁllb.ﬁpg JENOL |t

AN Akl Caa (e
Ol Gyt canall Juli ¢ piatl) ¢ aaall Juli s g Ay dgada Walel sl gog

S anall' e Jie ) odle 8 a8 adpaid "aadud t—aijia 1) ~"aabid o disen day b JsE
e Jl 8wl GY ¢aleld (Ja 138" 10 Ul ey oy IS,
g Cipeall il el s 43ty ¥ sl 38 Jaal "l a5 ¢ Jalal e sl

3545



Caaaly ¢ eal re 13 Laaly cadl sai Jadl) Jbie e 4 cCapall o Jadl e L) i Ja Gl
asaas 055 Y gobad) dedl) 33155 Y ¢7) SEE Capai LS cCapuall 055 Y Gl L ¢ Jadl) 4 aie Jfy i
0 e 43 25 Y 4l (Y tleg | Capai LS

cinl Log o3y bl Wl aags sl a8 cecandly e peal 4l Lsd Hras Jaill Cojpa 8 43) 14l U8
cAre g A8 ailally

Capall 78 48 400l Alad) CulS Ly cCigyoma sd cailal) (g opsaci zyad ¢ Jrla Lo JS 431 12n dlend
RSNV

Al lag jolead e of Sall Y Gagaad) cuglill Gall el ola 48 <ol Lo QL 13a e
Mg S5 Y Al U o gl Cada Lo ity 3 as0me Call Wy ol oS5

oA ol LS G a3 L e il sl LA 8 el elldg ¢ baill o silly ) el
8) (el (iYL gl

Ll il caly sly im 130 Gl Gy 998 Yy o(Jamaind) 5 o(Jxind) 5 o(Jind) sdaid &0 il (ol
(Danand) 1 (Saand) SF (din) e a5 O oS (L) Taad 613 ) a5

Ja sl a4 Joy gadll @ 4 Ly

S

oy Le HuSE Y A3l cCuige ale B el ol cela 13) (S0 ¢(das )@LQSJ)MSAM\;L\MLQ
A e S s s)mﬂ\ ¢y

13¢5 ¢(3353) 3(5203) B Jshs o(Jnd) (ys Ao (omihad) 1o Vs o(Aailad) 1l ki (k)

.(63;3\ idl) 1

P Yy () (k) B s Bppalia ol Bagiae il el canlill saa sl (2 ) salddy
() £ O B (siala) 1(s5ala) B sty o oail)

() b sk ol Y elils Capal dayl il IS 13 AR (i) e I Y () SIS,
). (i)
el ol 13

A (e st IS 8 BV Y el il pads (OuliS iy cdaby Qs tiad 100 4
Ui iy g lld lo el GG il (IS &) o G AiSLa oy o Dlinly ) iy (Y1 2l s e
AN Plaie OIS Gls ARG e ellly Zgite e S &Y Dt (ghds daeh a3 00 al & ey cJings pulsS
oy suSall Copall e any Syl O S 138 2 (S Bl O Sl oL any e S s el dee ) il
& S (Jaiad i b JAY) U8 0 Cipm odm OIS Oy i 1 daa (S (Jaad B b oAl AV J8
s OIS ) Sl AT U8 dsasal) cull) Y i A ed JAY) B G Com sam OIS (s dind tias
S Lol Lo Ll LaghsSad cpely LB G151 515 (1S (s ety i 5,0 gl sl (b s
C—‘-‘-‘-“A} T sy ¢ _iac

3546



Jstid ¢ Jady b e ) geall Gl 4y Jensiy Ly Jrmdy Jnnd e ) ) 138 8 Joa g
‘o#§$ﬁ‘¥¥5‘¥ﬁ5‘ciﬁév (BT BB il tosiiay aaily aailly gHdtiees B335 Jasil i b
ey il ) ile s ainl rgailes X b Jiy

oo Rl Ll Alaag JUESY sl e Yy g maba topiaaly sid el s 3 U
REAN

Baa)s ccRal o BlSa pgaan sl allia bl o 2183 Lo olin Ll Wlie 0ol o ls L
Oluie e tlies Gyre p iyl 8 allies ulaly il o Guaag Sy g S5 Laalif e 12185
Zgég‘u§§@34§5@3ﬁ¥a%sk-oﬁéskdés%wej‘d?ﬂdgésiiau‘%@isoh+5‘5kvﬂéjﬁhdp‘ogﬁég

"o iy Jolia Jlia ) Gadall (e 4r Jeagis Loy Juminds Jaciad Jlia ) Jeastl Wl (g Wil B0
Sle 10y sl iy And) e Alladil o Aagide LSl el e e jallall b cels (il Sl
Gt Adle gl (AlIAS 4 e Lad)i sag0an il Call (e tCipal Dagl any qy Lo clldg o il el Jd L
o pBaS S0 e pan Ble S llaS s Adle o (DAIAS eSS () sts Al Sl g s
S Sl 5A8 s ¢uil) (5yalS Cilinal) A2 ISy (lAllaS Caigall

Cadat el il b Gy el Lo e Gy sl g ciliaiie byl ¢ paaill 8 430G IS 03
S s Caliaall ) ecaiall Gl JBlall an flu sls o Jadlag ¢ Jileds ¢ ey ¢ Jhliag ¢ a1k
Ol tleady Che) I3 Legie JS LS LegsY ¢l tg il 10 LS ¢ Gpull £yl 15 ¢ il 8 LS Cada
i ¥ oAbl ay

1385 LS Al 51 ¢l Ll il () Cidaty ¢ JLAS ) calS () By peaiall il Call g
o Wy A ol a1 gy (LAS il Lagl Cdia B g ol (RS Baa Ly ol o Auseldl)

3¢ Ohas ¢ ey e sa SB35 saleal ) 453 ol G Ulise Bl jradl B QIS Oy tduad
caai3e ¥ canfia 1l fond A8 "B pas B DA el ) "l ¢ s ccBish sad (6 s ¢l )l
Usenally clin s (e 3B VIS il llid ¢l e o 4dld "l a6 LDl ¢ lills a3l B
g ey A i) b G oSal) aag st ey 4l )< 300 (e tae 15 cclaS Juad)
() L aaay i sas Ay falsely iy ety ¢l 1Y)

a5 My It sat oa o Gaiall sy (i 3 IS ) fadsiae 3) g alpeal aal Gl Lo Jila 13
-ém‘aﬂ‘céﬁv1§¥5‘dﬁd‘iﬁ‘aéﬁksézu‘ﬂﬂ‘iﬁ‘ﬁitugﬁ=d}59339§3§@35&351

Coamy o i € 3a) im st ade 353 ol ediy Jb sa aa 4l OIS 8 Ll ey Ly oal 135
F el s (S5 3 (8 JEd sl 8 Camamill Gy Wi OIS Oy oAb Sl Jih 1l e adde ol
e | Cujin 1308 (gjen Al caladi ¢ lall s WG e &35 @by el —aally — el —aal — S,
A Js LS —elely D — 2 sy () ¢ 5ghy gl Leglualy oo 15 LS (o3l 15 o las 2R 50 S

el 58 ela 4y 13 o V) caish s piall oLl s b Js LS o(osa st

3547



S Y & ey alpual o il i o clgaiata ool Aallall 53l (53 ) dex o as il s
A OS aly AL DAY Lo 5l ol ¢ LY taniiahy m)atih sas (8 Y claadyadl Ja s sea sad
335 3 4 ¢ JaalY (Ol Jaiady (I BAs (iR dpaias dalag 2edl 3 R4S T tlas laea V)

Gy 3 i edlall s Jeal) 3 D cleia e i o Guls Y L i sl o1 i 2 Juad
s hns (il Ll ¢ gl Gy 00 Edmie o) 1S, o5 s oJlall o J¥ ol s
Ooed pn G el Ll DD Lagdl (pad o ll) Lagiali DU ¢ 5 2s gad (DA caud il il (s
Gy DA gl (ol A% 2y DAL Leajslatl slaliy i) sad Ay S saally Lty S (s
102308 e il ae ealBy alals elyy s 3 LeDlials ol aaes 3D e cFasns Jads g2
FR

iiigeally Copally saill G pand ) Clesaagall (o ppaill 3y (Bina Capall ple 3k

) i Cand) 13 DA g

G 1 sysaall L) Caagl aadind Apalal) Wy ¢oLin Ly Lo A Ay 58 auadll 8 il L1

) e Lkl i
s T Hgall oLl b Wady cculaally (SWYTs (D) & il (K
Ly yadl maalis ¢ piatlly ¢ iy Calalily canall s (Jalill 1 phaail) )]
cmladd) ¢ oLl ¢ DNyl oyl
Ao ldaly el aalie Jadd Siey J hald paal) Q8 o iy Y el
gl liagd 8 535 il OIS L (g
ragl) (halsa

o M W N

3310 ol 4584 (1977 opalall daals cashell [y LIS ¢l enjllae L2 e lan) Cagpes i ()

130-1290a sy cdapal) gl s canlll eae 23 ¢yl Gudatl) S @)

S sl dene Sldlae iad) ((2180) Avsa ¢ sl Vsl Slall s s ldie Gy pee (Y 6)
415 1pa 3Beiall (21988 AN Zakall 3alal ¢ alal) 48

o olie @l Y adll) S oy LAY el o daal i Y el QGBS 58 8 aall) e )
Az 22007 24 caysilly paall DLl s spalill el deas S uld 1 Ga8a% ((—a392 @) s sl
563 =

281 ¢igpanll Aaal) 1y ym — lana ((—21364 &) AN Al daae o hhas dgpall Gugal) aala ©)
85 = 2z 21993

o). 1 aaty Al 83220 ¢ canadll Y5 dane 0 deal Guliadl Y 25l e g ) s ©)
LAY e gkl mlla o paallae 3 (Y gasSall 258 . 207 b )l dsie (Ll (runallne
o) zallae daal adll Luils aielgs o Sl lile 0 deme cpall Jlea Al sailly Capeall ale b
Sall Sl all81e

3350a Qg ol —Cg el CESH 1 cden G 2GS ccaiiall gl A (3 dena ubiall (O

3548



i ghaiall Ao s plad 39 aaall ALaL&l) o glal) Al

3350a 2z c@ldl Hauad ©)

el 4i€a Ayl Cpafiall mllia (s dane gl Auge iyl (ke ool Al ¢ Cpafinll Allia Gy 2eae ©)
549 = 3z

culS LS meal) 8 JI5 Y ~haps dad gas —ajiall Jif 8 <l Sl Y (%)

L el el oty glall i e Sally Lanlaa] Gy sllly Sl Canaiali (%)

Bz ol =g e pnd) Sl ela) la celile ol Al ) Glsdl magl capeallae cpall ae 2eae (10)
274 270,=

3549



