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Abstract
This study aims to examine the phenomenon of rumors in the Libyan media space by analyzing
their mechanisms of dissemination and strategies of counteraction, within the context of
political division, institutional fragmentation, and the absence of a unified media reference.
The research is grounded in communication theories such as Agenda-Setting, Spiral of Silence,
and Social Responsibility Theory. Findings indicate that rumors in Libya have evolved from
being spontaneous social phenomena into strategic tools employed to undermine opponents
and destabilize the political and media landscape. The study also shows that social media
platforms, particularly Facebook, play a central role in amplifying rumors and accelerating
their spread, which has significantly weakened public trust in official institutions and media
outlets.
The recommendations highlight the importance of:

1. Promoting media literacy within schools and universities.
2. Establishing independent national fact-checking platforms.

2873


mailto:ysyalqmaty602@gmail.com

D QAMLO LW GO LW G0 LAMAE 39 >anll dlolid] o glall dloo

3. Launching professional training programs for journalists on digital verification tools.
4. Developing clear legislative frameworks to counter fake news and protect national
security.
Keywords: Rumors, Libyan Media, Social Media, Media Literacy, Fact-checking.
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